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Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners deserve and expect only the highest level of professionalism and 
expertise to be involved with the repair, maintenance and presentation of these famous motor cars. 


At Paradise Garage, we give our customers as much attention as their cars. We listen, when we 
deliver the car to our customer we explain what was wrong and how we fixed the problem. 
We have the credentials and the commitment to support owners and their cars. 


“The owners know us, they know they can rely on us.” 


Call Warrick or Paul to discuss routine maintenance, major overhaul, buying or selling, 
or advice on any aspect of Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 


Messrs Appleby and Booth at Paradise Garage 
Heaven for Cars - Salvation for Car Owners 
25 Dunning Avenue, Rosebery, NSW, 2018 
Tel: 02 9313 7866 Fax: 02 9663 2105 www.paradisegarage.com.au DL: 13746 


SPECIAL 


INSURANCE — ==> 


FOR SPECIAL 
\ 
VEHICLES 


Shannons tnsurance has been insuring veteran, vintage and classic vehicle enthusiasts since 1970 and has developed a 
great insurance package at a very competitive price 
M@ Agreed value. If the car is a total loss you will receive M@ No blame = No excess 

the full sum it is insured for @ Laid up cover for vehicles being restored or repaired 
@ You have the option to choose your own repairer M@ Free windscreen — one per year without excess 


Min the event of total loss you will have automatic re- M@ Personal belongings and tools up to the value of $400 
tention of the wreck, depending on the policy — Subject to excess 


BEB SBE SBEEBEEBEHEEEBEEEBEHBEHREHEEBEHREEREERE BEEBE EESEESBEESESBEES S&S SB 
FOR A SPECIAL QUOTE CALL 1300 139 006 www.shannons.com.au 
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Front Cover Photo: 

This edition of PRAECLARUM commemorates 50 years of one of Rolls-Royce Ltd’s finest and most desir- 
able motor cars, the Bentley Continental. Accordingly, our front cover car is the earliest Bentley Continental 
in Australia and the tenth production car built, BCIOA, owned since 1975 by Victoria Branch member 
Vanne Trompf. This model is now universally known as the R-type Continental, though the early production, 
including this example, was based on the Mk Vi chassis. The photograph was taken by Amanda Henderson 
(Vic.) at the Trompf property near Dunkeld, with the Grampians providing a suitably photogenic backdrop. 


i] 
7} The Rolls-Royce badge is a trademark of Rolls-Royce Ple and is used by the Club under licence from Rolls-Royce Plc, Derby, England. 
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All views expressed in PRAECLARUM 
are those of the individual writers. 


Losses from our movement 


| was saddened to hear, too late for 
our last issue, that Dr C.S. (Sam) Shoup 
had passed away back in February. | don’t 
know why it took so long for this piece 
of bad news to reach me. 

Sam was Founding President of our 
American sister Club, the Rolls-Royce 
Owners’ Club, which was formed in 1951 
at the instigation of Sam and a small 
group of other enthusiasts. Over several 
decades | enjoyed corresponding with 
Sam, and had the privilege of spending 
some really high quality time with him 
during and after a couple of R.R.O.C. Inc. 
National Meets. In Sam Shoup we have 
lost an esteemed early pioneer of our 
movement. 

At home we have lost Eric Hayman 
(Vic.). Eric joined the Club in 1972 and 
quite apart from being a lovely man and 
one of nature’s gentlemen, he enjoyed an 
array of interests outside the Club in- 
cluding Liberal Party politics, wrestling, 
volleyball judging and caravanning, to 
name just a few. His Silver Dawn 
(SOG36, now in the very good hands of 
David Jones) won wide acclaim. Our 
thoughts are with his wife, Jean. 


Bentley Continental fiftieth 


This issue marks the 50th Anniversary 
of the Bentley Continental. Accordingly, a 
goodly proportion of this edition of 
PRAECLARUM is given over to a brace 
of articles by experienced Continental 


Thanks to his former boss, Chief Styling Engineer John Blatchley (/PB), we now know that this is Vilhelm 


Photograph © Rolls-Royce & Bentley Motor Cars Ltd, Crewe. 


Koren (VK) at the wheel of his creation, a Bentley Continental $2 drophead coupé by Park Ward. 


owners — specifically the first model of 
that name, which we now know as the 
R-type Continental despite the fact that 
early production was based on the Mk VI 
chassis. 

As the first two production Bentley 
Continentals were delivered in June 
1952, ideally our last issue should have 
commemorated the model’s 50th 
Anniversary. However, the Federal Rally 
obviously had to be afforded priority. 


Red face department 


On a recent visit to John Blatchley in 
England | was appalled to discover that 
although my article on the Bentley 
Continental Koren coupé in P.2-02 had 


As this issue comemmorates fifty years of the Bentley Continental, | present here BC4A, the Briggs 
Cunningham car of Le Mans fame and the fourth production example, which | photographed at the recent 
RRE.C. Annual Rally at Towcester Racecourse, Northamptonshire. Note the lightweight (polished 
aluminium) bumpers. Inset: the Cunningham pits at Le Mans in 1953, with BC4A third from the camera. 
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included a photograph of the car’s 
creator Vilhelm Koren, the caption failed 
to say so! By way of correcting the 
omission, the offending photograph is 
reproduced again (above). 

The reason for the omission is that | 
had no idea what Vilhelm Koren looked 
like and therefore didn’t know it was him 
in the picture. John Blatchley, on the 
other hand, was Mr Koren’s depart- 
mental head in the Crewe Styling Office 
and therefore knew exactly what he 
looked like, and was thus able to point 
out my error! 


P. & A. Wood visit 


Last month fellow A.C.T. Branch 
member David Thurlow and | called on 
P. & A. Wood in England at the tail end of 
an all too short but especially enjoyable 
visit to the U.K. 

As | wrote after my last visit two years 
ago, this is something of a must for 
Rolls-Royce & Bentley enthusiasts. An 
example appropriate to this issue of 
PRAECLARUM is that | counted no 
fewer than ten Bentley R-type Conti- 
nentals there. Of these, two were Park 
Ward drophead coupés, of which only 
four were built! There were two pre- 
Silver Ghost models there —- each the 
only survivor of its type — 
and everything else imagin- 
able up to current models. It 
really has to be seen to be 
believed. Visitors are always 
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welcome by appointment, and | thor- 
oughly recommend it. 


‘Nareeb Ghost’ history 


David Jones (Vic.) has sent a number 
of fascinating items connected with his 
Federal Concours winning Silver Ghost 
ISCW, the ‘Nareeb Ghost’. 

David first acquired this historically 
important Australian-delivered Silver 
Ghost in 1964, from an auction at the 
‘Nareeb’ estate in Toorak where the car 
had spent all its life. As it was always 
chauffeur driven, David became the first 
owner ever to drive it. After a period of 
ownership by collector Peter Channing 
of Guernsey, David re-acquired the car 
and has restored it to its original colour 
scheme and condition. The results were 


Coffs Harbour Federal Rally (and in the 
last edition of PRAECLARUM). 


seen to such splendid effect at the recent Martin Bennett 


Your Editor with John Blatchley (JPB) in the great designer's back yard in England, June 2002. It is to JPB 
that we owe the styling of the post-war standard saloons up to and including the Silver Shadow, Park Ward 
styling from 1952 including the Park Ward and Mulliner Park Ward Phantoms V and VI, and the coachbuilt 
Silver Shadow derivatives (except the Camargue). As Gurney Nutting’s Chief Designer in the late 1930s he 
‘0 by David Thurlow (A.C.T). 
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1920 Silver Ghost | 5CW when new or nearly new. The lady nearest the car is Alice Simmons, one of the 
“Misses Simmons” who ordered the car during the Great War “for delivery after the War" (see chassis card 
extract, left). The other lady is Miss G. French, who lived with Alice Simmons at ‘Nareeb’ for many years. 
The photograph was probably taken by the ‘Nareeb’ chauffeur, Jack Laws, 


imtoo, 


1912 Silver Ghost chassis 1958, ex-Australia, 
photographed by your Editor in the July sunshine at 
P & A. Wood in Essex. The chassis has been total- 
ly restored for its Hong Kong owner and a new 
body built to replicate the original as closely as 
possible — all to an astonishingly high standard. 


John Blatchley’s almost finalised design for the 
Bentley Mk Vi standard steel saloon, introduced 
towards the end of 1946. Note the rear-hinged 
back door, which did not find its way onto the car 
in production, The picture provides clear evidence 
of the designer's intended two-tone scheme — for 
originality you should adhere to the colour distribu- 
or shown rere. 
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Federal Rally edition 


I am sure everyone enjoyed their 
Federal Rally issue of PRAECLARUM 
and particularly the magnificent 
photography. Thanks Martin, espe- 
cially on behalf of those members who 
could not attend the Rally and per- 
haps seldom have the opportunity to 
participate in any Club event, for com- 
municating the enjoyment of the 
experience so well. Having been in 
such a situation during my years in 
T.P. & N.G., I realise fully the impor- 
tance of an excellent Club journal. 


Registrars’ efforts 


We are indebted also, as we have 
been on so many other occasions to 
Registrar Lloyd Missen, who not only 
demonstrated his expertise with his 
camera, but conducted a very suc- 
cessful technical seminar over the 
weekend for his Register members. Of 
course Lloyd, together with Shirley are 
both equally well known for their 
organisation of several Overlanders. 
On behalf of all members I have writ- 
ten a letter of appreciation to both 
Lloyd and to Registrar John Begg, 
whose organisation of the Silver 
Shadow technical sessions was great- 
ly appreciated by all in attendance. 
Both Lloyd and John have in turn 
thanked all those who made such 
interesting presentations on the day. 
The video record of these events, fund- 
ed by the Sir Henry Royce Foundation, 
will shortly be available to Branches 
and just may prove to be the start ofa 
new career path for some. 


Inter-Clubs Meeting 


I recently received an invitation to 
attend once again. the Annual Inter- 
Clubs meeting held on June 25th at 
the Hunt House, Paulerspury, to be 
preceded by the Spares Meeting. Both 
meetings were being hosted for the 
last time by the Company in its pre- 
sent form. As Martin was attending 
the R.R.E.C. Annual Rally, I asked 
him to represent the Club and I thank 
him for accepting. His report is very 
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interesting, but I’m sure all will agree, 
gives little reason for celebration from 
a club point of view. 


Marque separation 


We are now less than six months 
away from the final official separation 
of our two marques, after which 
Bentleys will no longer be manufac- 
tured by the official manufacturer of 
Rolls-Royce and Rolls-Royce will no 
longer be totally built in England by a 
totally British company, a Company 
whose name has become synonymous 
with Britain and all that is best in 
Britain. As expected, Martin's report 
from the meeting suggests there is lit- 
tle to celebrate with photographs of 
the all-new Bentleys demonstrating 
little aesthetic or other identifiable 
continuity with previous models. 

The claim often made that Bentley 
Motor Cars Ltd (as they will be known) 
is the true continuation of the old 
Company 
possibly even legally correct. The 
problem we have is that that Company 
will not be building a Rolls-Royce. 
Surely, the title of our Club says it all. 
(As I have previously mentioned, 
Rolls-Royce Ple will not allow us to 
include any other marque in our title.) 
I therefore believe that all our efforts 
should be directed to helping to 
ensure that the proud name of Rolls- 
Royce is protected and enhanced; al- 
ways providing of course that future 


is understandable and 


products carrying that name have 
been built reflecting the engineering 
excellence established by Frederick 
Henry Royce. Let’s hope we can, at the 
same time, find some form of cont- 
inued relationship with that Company 
now controlled by VW and which is or 
at least, will be building only Bentleys, 
but supplying ‘Crewe Genuine Parts’ 
for all our cars. We will be watching 
with interest, the decisions taken by 
our related Clubs in the U.K. and the 
U.S. who, like us, are waiting for the 
dust to settle. 

Everyone soon will have the chance 
to learn something of the first Rolls- 
Royce built by the new company and 
the public image of the Name will 
thankfully be emerging from this per- 
iod of limbo. No matter what the 
future holds, I feel confident our Club 
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will continue to prosper while we have 
the level of enthusiasm and concern 
for the marque 
demonstrated over the past few years. 

All members are becoming very 
tired of hearing about this whole sorry 
saga, I'm sure. It has been going on for 
far too long and I personally look for- 
ward to the end of 2002 in the hope 
that the worldwide public acceptance 
of the new Rolls-Royce is so positive 
that it will reflect beneficially on all 
previous models. Surely, in the inter- 
ests of the Name, that must now be 
our only concern. Like most members, 
I cannot think of enough suitable ad- 
verbs to describe my feelings on the 
sale and break-up of the Company, 
however that is now history and far 
beyond our control. I repeat, our con- 


so passionately 


cern now must surely be only to help 
continue the respect and enviable rep- 
utation of the Name. I believe the new 
car I saw in Munich will silence the 
critics and could re-establish the 
name of Rolls-Royce in motoring 
circles to the pre-eminent position it 
once held. 

We are all finding it difficult to live 
with the reality of what has happened, 
however we are unable to change any- 
thing and the efforts of the odd mem- 
ber who somehow thinks he can, is 
causing others to be engaged in a 
great deal of damage control, especial- 
ly as the name of the Club is often 
quoted. Australians in the past have 
been recognised for their tolerance 
and their preparedness to give others 
a ‘fair go’, so how about we wait to see 
the outcome of what I believe is a sin- 
cere effort by BMW to succeed ethical- 
ly and of course financially. 

Perhaps it is time to consider an in- 
finitely worse scenario. Would the 
slow destruction of the Name by the 
inevitable decrease in quality in the 
small Company’s quest to maintain 
sales figures and an acceptable bot- 
tom line without the resources of a 
well funded R. & D. department and 
the general support of an industry 
‘heavyweight’, be more acceptable? To 
use the current venacular, perhaps 
the Company was between a rock and 
a hard place. 


Continued page 3955 
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David Thurlow (A.C.T) at the Hunt House with Bill Medcalfs | 
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994 Bentley Turbo R (BRR54694), June 25th. Photo by the Editor. 


The 2002 Spare Parts and Inter-Clubs Meetings 
The Hunt House, June 25th 


BY MARTIN BENNETT 


Each year the Company, Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley Motor Cars Ltd, 
meets the various Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley clubs and associations for two 
Meetings. The first of these deals with 
spare parts issues, the second with 
the clubs and their relationships with 
the Company. The Meetings are 
graciously hosted by the Rolls-Royce 
Enthusiasts’ Club at its splendid 
headquarters, the Hunt House. In 
order to maximise the opportunity for 
the overseas clubs to have represent- 
atives present, the timing of the 
Meetings was amended some years 
ago, at this Club’s request, to coincide 
with the R.R.E.C. Annual Rally. 

As I was going to be in England for 
the Rally, Federal President Fred 
Haughtey asked me to represent our 
Club at the Meetings. I was travelling 
with my very good friend and fellow 
A.C.T. Branch member David 
Thurlow, who had not had the plea- 
sure of visiting the Hunt House — an 
absolute must for every Rolls-Royce 
enthusiast at least once in his or her 
lifetime. 

We decided to drive up to the Hunt 
House early enough to arrive well be- 


fore the Meetings began so that David 
would have ample time to soak up the 
atmosphere and explore the functions 
of the place, after which I would drive 
him to Milton Keynes station to catch 
a train back to London. 

On arrival we were met by Philip 
Hall who gave us the freedom of the 
place and suggested that I show David 
around. Needless to say he was might- 
ily impressed, particularly when Philip 
showed us F.H. Royce’s sketches and 
notes compiled into impressive book 
form in the Library. 

We soon met Eri Heilijgers, the 
R.R.E.C.’s very enthusiastic Chair- 
man. who took us to lunch along with 
the Jack Barclay Ltd representatives 
who were there for the Spare Parts 
Meeting, at ‘The Folly’. This pic- 
turesque old pub, across the road 
from the Annual Rally 
Towcester Racecourse, was a new one 
for me. David and I were driven by Eri 
in the Club's Silver Seraph, and the 
cuisine and company were excellent. 


venue 


When the time came for the Spare 
Parts Meeting to begin, it was suggest- 
ed that David sit in on that Meeting 
rather than leave straight away, which 
was better for me, too, because it 
meant that I could take him to the 


station in the break between the two 
Meetings. 


The Spare Parts Meeting 


In addition to ourselves, this 
Meeting was attended by: 

Julian Jenkins, After Sales 

Marketing Manager, Rolls-Royce 

and Bentley Motor Cars Ltd; 

Chris Green, Parts and Service 

Product Manager, Rolls-Royce 

and Bentley Motor Cars Ltd; 

Stan Christofi, Jack Barclay Ltd; 

Terry Lupton, Jack Barclay Ltd; 

Eri Heilijgers. Chairman, Rolls- 

Royce Enthusiasts’ Club; 

Peter Baines, Secretary, R.R.E.C,; 

Tony James, Spare Parts 

Secretary, R.R.E.C.; 

Philip Hall, R.R.E.C.; 

Jimmy Medcalf, Chairman, 

Bentley Drivers’ Club; 

Bill Medcalf, B.D.C.; 

Simon Towle, B.D.C.; 

Adrian West, Rolls-Royce Owners’ 

Club Ine. (U.S.A.). 

The Company representatives 
began with an audio-visual presenta- 
tion setting out the Crewe Company’s 
spare parts policies and aims. It was 
explained that responsibility for spare 


3044 


2002 Rolls-Royce Corniche displayed by Rolls-Royce and Bentley Motor Cars Ltd on the Company stand at 
the RRE.C Annual Rally, Towcester Racecourse, June 23rd. This magnificent Rolls-Royce was purchased by 
a Rally participant during the Rally weekend. Photograph by the Editor. 


parts for Rolls-Royce motor cars built 
up to 2002 and all Bentley models 
continue to be the responsibility of 
their maker, Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
Motor Cars Ltd, and will remain so 
after the Company is renamed Bentley 
Motor Cars Ltd at the end of this year. 
Only 7% of spare paris stocks are 
unique to Rolls-Royce cars as opposed 
to shared with Bentley models or 
unique to Bentleys. It was emphasised 
that for the Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
customer there would be no change in 
respect to servicing and spare parts 
supply for their cars despite the 
change of Company name to Bentley. 
The message, we were told, “focussed 
around heritage, authenticity and 
quality to draw on the positive feelings 
about Rolls-Royce heritage and exper- 
ience”. 

Peter Baines said that he had been 
told by former Rolls-Royce & Bentley 
Motor Cars Chief Executive Tony Gott 
(now with BMW) that the Crewe 
Company could have continued to use 
the Rolls-Royce name (for spare parts) 
“if they had asked”. Chris Green re- 
sponded that the Company “strongly 
believes that is not the case”. Stan 
Christofi pointed out that “in fairness, 
he (Tony Gott) had been in a position 
to ask”. 

The Company showed samples of 
proposed advertising for the Crewe 
Genuine Parts programme, showing a 
poignant photograph of a Rolls-Royce 
Silver Cloud and the words “Times 
may change, but Crewe never forgets”. 

Julian Jenkins took pleasure in in- 
forming the Meeting that one of the 
cars exhibited on the Company stand 


at the R.R.E.C. Annual Rally a few 
days earlier had been sold during the 
Rally. This, I found out later, was the 
Rolls-Royce Corniche that I had 
photographed at the Rally. This model 
represents a special milestone in 
Rolis-Royce history as it is the last 
Rolls-Royce to have the ‘Jack Phillips’ 
V-8 engine that has powered more 
than 80% of all Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars ever built. Once 
the Rolls-Royce marque passes to 
BMW at the end of the year only 
Bentley cars will have that classic 
Rolls-Royce engine. 

Sales of ‘Branded Goods’ — i.e. golf 
umbrellas, cuff-links, etc. — have 
grown from around £40,000 per year 
to a staggering £850,000. “You have 
taken our market!”, observed Peter 
Baines. 

Eri Heilijgers queried the lack of 
any mention of Rolls-Royce in Crewe 
Genuine Parts & Servicing brochures. 
Adrian West commented that the 
Bentley marque is still not well known 
in the United States. He offered as an 
example the fact that when children 
are offered a ride in either a Rolls- 
Royce or a Bentley car by R.R.O.C. 
members they invariably choose Rolls- 
Royce and in most cases have never 
even heard of a Bentley. Peter Baines 
said that the employees at Crewe had 
been so completely re-educated to 
think Bentley that when an owner 
enquired at the factory about the his- 
tory of his Phantom II] he was re- 
directed to the Bentley Drivers’ Club! 

Tony James offered the view that 
the Rolls-Royce & Bentley Specialists 
Association had taken much business 
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from Rolls-Royce dealerships over the 
years. Peter Baines added that the 
Company has taken to “speaking in 
jargon that most people are baffled 
by”. I could understand that point of 
view — I was baffled by some of the 
jargon used in the afore-mentioned 
audio-visual presentation. 

Jack Barclay Ltd holds the fran- 
chise for pre-1955 Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley spare parts. Stan Christofi in- 
formed the Meeting that Pre-’55 parts 
are now listed by model, by customer 
request. Pre-’55 parts stockholding is 
£475,000 worth. Overseas sales have 
been disappointing, which Stan 
blamed on the strength of the pound 
sterling. Pre-55 parts agreements 
with U.S. dealers have been terminat- 
ed — Jack Barclay Ltd will now 
handle distribution there directly. 
There is a dedicated Jack Barclay Ltd 
website for Pre-’55 parts. Most sales 
are ‘trade’ — few sales are direct to 
owners though owners may buy 
directly if they wish and Jack Barclays 
would like to improve this aspect. 

Stan claimed that “the Specialists 
Association makes parts that would 
not pass Rolls-Royce tests”. Philip Hall 
that “the Specialists 
Association would love to buy and 


countered 


market genuine parts but find they 
have to make them. Philip also point- 
ed out that genuine parts are often 
“unacceptably expensive” and the 
Specialists Association member com- 
panies are able to buy parts from Jack 
Barclay’s suppliers and sell them at 
much lower prices. Philip suggested 
that the Company and Jack Barclay 
Ltd should not to think of the 
Specialists Association as “the enemy” 
as they keep many cars on the road 
that wouldn’t otherwise be there. 

Tony James pointed out that “the 
Specialists Association makes bits 
that wear rather than selling the 
whole assembly including non-wear- 
ing bits at 19 times the price”. 
Examples of this are the Silver 
Shadow ball-joints and bearing pins. 

Terry Lupton said that prices had 
been held steady since Jack Barclay 
took over Pre-'55 parts in the mid- 
1990s. Some 50% of Pre-’55 parts sold 
by Jack Barclay Ltd are pre-war. 

Bill Medcalf asked the Company 
representatives about the remanufac- 
turing of engines and other major 
assemblies at Crewe and this service 
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is not being marketed? Julian Jenkins 
replied that the factory does not yet 
have sufficient capacity, with only 
seven people employed in that area. 
The Company will not promote a ser- 
vice for which it cannot meet even the 
existing demand. 

Peter Baines drew the Company’s 
attention to the farcical situation in 
which the Hunt House does not have 
the Car Histories from the factory on 
post-1992 cars, yet Crewe still directs 
enquiries for key numbers and the 
like to the Hunt House! The Company 
people seemed unable to offer an 
answer to this problem. 

Adrian West raised a fear that 
people at Crewe might “junk or burn 
historic records”. The Company rep- 
resentatives were able to reassure us 
on that issue. Adrian West and Bill 
Medcalf asked about the contents of 
the ‘Green Shed’ at Crewe, for many 
years a repository for historic spares 
which the Company seemed to be 
doing nothing with. 


Inter-Clubs Meeting 


For this Meeting the Jack Barclay 
people departed and we were joined by 
Jimmy John 
Kennedy representing the 20-Ghost 
Club, and Mike Evans and Richard 
Haigue representing the Rolls-Royce 
Heritage Trust. Philip Hall represent- 
ed the Sir Henry Royce Memorial 
Foundation. The Meeting was chaired 
by Bill Slater of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley Motor Cars Ltd. 

At the last Inter-Clubs Meeting that 
I attended, two years ago, many peo- 
ple present, including the Company’s 
representatives, were holding out fond 
hopes that the issue of the Rolls- 
Royce marque being separated from 
its original maker in favour of BMW 
might yet be resolved and the separa- 
tion avoided. That was against a back- 


Valentine and 


ground of commencement of work on 
BMW’s proposed Rolls-Royce assem- 
bly factory at Goodwood having been 
announced the previous day. This 
time there were no illusions. BMW’s 
factory is nearing completion. The 
original Company has no choice but to 
redefine itself as Bentley and people 
will have to learn to get used to it. 
Julian Jenkins summarised the 
Spare Parts Meeting for the benefit of 
the different people at this Meeting. 
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Bill Medcalf asked if or when the 
post-1992 Car Histories would come 
the Hunt House’s way. Bill Slater sug- 
gested that it would happen but that 
they are “in boxes” and not readily 
accessible at the moment. 

Bill Slater said that the last Rolls- 
Royce cars were currently being built 
at Crewe for completion by August. 
There would be a ‘Series II’ Bentley 
Arnage, and the Bentley ‘GT Coupé’ 
would be introduced soon. This model 
will have a VW-designed, Crewe-built 
W-12 engine. The Continental R and 
Azure range will cease production in 
the first quarter of next year, leaving 
the Arnage as the only model powered 
by the Rolls-Royce V-8 engine. Photo- 
graphs of various models, including 
the GT Coupé and Her Majesty the 
Queen’s new limousine, were passed 
around. The lack of a distinctive 
Bentley radiator surround on the GT 
Coupé was unfavourably commented 
upon by the B.D.C. people. 

The clubs were then invited by the 
Chair to inform the Meeting on the 
past year’s events, state of health and 
progress. Simon Towle opened on be- 
half of the Bentley Drivers’ Club, fol- 
lowed by my address on our Club 
which included an excellent report 
prepared by our Federal President, 
Fred Haughtey. Next came Adrian 
West on the R.R.O.C. Inc., followed by 
John Kennedy and Jimmy Valentine 
on the 20-Ghost Club. 

Mike Evans and Richard Haigue 
spoke on the Rolls-Royce Heritage 
Trust. Mike said that Rolls-Royce Ple 
(the aero engine company) will have a 
substantial shareholding in the new 
company formed by BMW to build 
Rolls-Royce cars. This company will 
bear the Rolls-Royce name and “will 
be a British company” (i.e. incorporat~- 
ed in the U.K.). Rolls-Royce Ple 
Chairman Sir Ralph Robins — with 
Rolls-Royce since 1954 — will retire 
soon. Sir Ralph has become known as 
‘the father of the world aviation indus- 
try’. Mike said that heritage is highly 
valued within Rolls-Royce Plc. The 
Rolls-Royce Heritage Trust is working 
with the R.R.E.C. and with Peter Lind 
in California on the centenary events 
planned for 2004. The historic meet- 
ing place of Rolls and Royce, the 
Midland Hotel in Manchester, has 
been booked for luncheon and a 
dinner party precisely 100 years after 


the famous first meeting. These func- 
tions will “involve all bodies which 
have legitimacy in Rolls-Royce matters 
and a ‘foot in the door’”. The memor- 
able ‘Wheel & Wing’ event of some 
years ago may be repeated. 

Philip Hall spoke on the Sir Henry 
Royce Memorial Foundation and apol- 
ogised on behalf of Frank Shaw for his 
absence. The Foundation presents 
twenty awards per annum in the 
name of Sir Henry Royce to reward 
and encourage engineering excellence. 
Philip informed the Meeting that the 
Hunt House fire protection system, 
which uses Halon, must be decom- 
missioned by the end of next year by 
European Union directive. The cost of 
this and the replacement system is 
around £100,000. 

Eri Heilijgers spoke on _ the 
R.R.E.C., which now has some 10,000 
members — 7,000 in the U.K. and the 
remainder around the world. Regard- 
ing the Hunt House fire system prob- 
lem, Eri assured the S.H.R.M.F. that 
“your problem is our problem”. At the 
recent Club Conference the R.R.E.C. 
President (Eric Barrass) spoke on “the 
death of Rolls-Royce”. Eri said he 
prefers to see it as “a divorce — one in 
which we still see our old partner 
rather more than our new partner 
might prefer!”. Peter Baines thanked 
Bill Slater for the continuing good 
relationship with the Company. 

In closing the Meeting Bill Slater 
concurred with this view and ex- 
pressed a hope that these Meetings 
between the clubs and his Company 
might continue in the future. seeing 
no reason why they should not. Asked 
if he envisaged participation by the 
new BMW-Rolls-Royce company he 
replied that he did not see that as 
appropriate, and felt that the two 
companies might feel inhibited in each 
other’s company with the clubs, 

I pointed out that during the Spare 
Parts Meeting the Jack Barclay repre- 
sentatives repeatedly and consistently 
referred to the Company at Crewe as 
Rolls-Royce. At no time did they refer 
to the Company as Bentley. Those 
who seem to be adapting best to the 
Company’s Bentley-only future are 
the Bentley Drivers’ Club people. 

Moving into the Hunt House dining 
room we enjoyed a truly superb din- 
ner, with much convivial conversation 
quite late into the night. i 
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Vanne Trompf's BC! 0A, the tenth Bentley Continental built, was delivered new in Italy in December | 952 with all the lightweight features specified in the original 
Continental remit, including the aluminium bumpers which have since been replaced with Wilmot Breeden heavy type. MG ‘B' type tailtamps have also been fitted 
as a concession to modern traffic conditions. Vanne has been fortunate enough to have owned this fine motor car since 1975. Photograph by Thea Comish (Vic.). 


Humbled by the noble 


BY VANNE TROMPF (VIC) 


Long time owner Vanne Trompf shares his experi- 
ences in celebration of 50 years of the Bentley 
Continental and over 27 years of loving partner 
ship with his ‘batmobile’ as he calls his Bentley 
Continental BCI OA. 


BCI1OA is one of three cars extract- 
ed like teeth from an agency in 
Switzerland during the early 1960s, 
the other cars being BC12A and 
BC16C. They were discovered by Mr 
Ronald Jelbart of Eltham, Victoria, 
who negotiated to remove them one by 
one, over a period of approximately 
four years. Each car was shipped to 
Fremantle, W.A., and driven across 
the Nullarbor Plain to Melbourne. 

I have often wondered why so many 
of these cars left continental Europe 
after such a short period beyond del- 
ivery. 

Apparently, in this case, the road 
tax in Switzerland on luxury cars was 
ferociously high and was a deterrent 


to trade in that segment of the used 
car market. 

It is interesting to note the original 
of BCI1OA, Mr 
Filipinetti was a very active aficionado, 
purchasing no fewer than three cars 
in nearly as many years — BC1OA in 
December 1952, BC55C in March 
1954 and BCIOLD in September 
1954. Perhaps he held a strong place 
in the queue and sold his cars to those 
who were inclined to impatience and 
who could afford to pay a premium. 

The closest I ever got to meeting an 
original owner was in church on a 
stinking hot and humid day in 
Springfield, Vermont, U.S.A. I heard 
distressed breathing in the pew 
immediately behind me and was 
prompted to recognise Laurence S. 
Rockefeller. I was worried for him, but 
decided he would not have appreciat- 
ed my attempts to revive him with pic- 


owner Georges 


ture postcards of BC10A or a request 
to reminisce on his ownership of 
BC62LC, so I let him be. 

BC10A was the first of the Jelbart 


cars shipped to Australia. Rumour 
has it, one of these cars was dropped 
onto its roof by wharfies on arrival. I 
hope it was not my car but this could 
explain why the headlining is diff- 
erent. 

Jelbart appears to have retained 
the second car in his selection 
(BC16C) which he aquired in 1961, as 
it was a low mileage one owner vehicle 
in pristine condition. This beautiful 
looking car was kept in the family 
until recently sold. 

Georges Filipinetti sold BC1OA to 
Jacques Bordier in February 1954. 
Ronald Jelbart appears to have se- 
cured it six years later. The car was 
then sold in October 1965 to Michael 
Ricketson, stockbroker of Poseidon 
fame, who had the body colour 
changed from light blue to dark green. 

In November 1971 T.A.V. Parkinson 
spotted the car inside the door of J.F. 
McLaughlin Motors in Elizabeth 
Street, Melbourne, and blew nearly a 
whole year’s salary in purchasing it. 

Tom and I were both teaching at 
the R.M.LT. School of Architecture 
when I had just returned from the 
United States after having sent 
B28BH, a 1947 Mk VI, ahead from the 
U.K. a year earlier. (B28BH met an 
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untimely demise in the ‘Ash 
Wednesday’ bushfires at Anglesea but 
may have since risen out of the ashes 
in the form of a Bentley Special!) 

A few years later Tom announced 
he intended to build a bush retreat 
with the help of his students and with 
money he hoped to raise for the pur- 
chase of materials. 

Much to my amazement he con- 
sidered selling BC1OA and asked 
whether I would be interested. At the 
time I had grown weary of the salt 
encrusted double skinned pressed 
steel body of B28BH and became very 
interested in the perceived virtues of 
aluminium construction despite its 
unexpected and unconventional ‘fast- 
back’ shape. 

Tom suggested it was up to me to 
make an offer. Not quite knowing 
where to start I wrote to A.B. Price of 
Warwickshire who had a stately home 
at Studley with a large garden in 
which he planted wrecked post-war 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars, instead 
of roses. He also had a workshop 
where he carried out superb restor- 
ations with the help of a massive stock 
of spare parts. He knew a lot about 
English and European luxury cars, 
and had helped me and Paddon Bros. 
look after the old Mk VI. I felt I could 
rely on his judgement. 

The U.K. values did not account for 
the cost of shipment and entry to 
Australia and the local scarcity factor 
so I settled on offering a base price of 
$9,000 and finally agreed to an addi- 
tion of $3.000 on interest-free terms 
over three years. 

A year later the Lewis car (BC30D, 
Australian delivery with automatic 
gearbox) changed hands for $10,000 
which left me quite content, especially 
as BCIOA had a manual gearbox, 
lightweight bucket seats and a higher 
compression ratio engine head, the 
smaller (4.5 litre) motor notwithstand- 
ing. 

The only downside was the absence 
of the rear wheel covers, the substitu- 
tion of the original single assembly tail 
lights with a Lucas Morris 1100 ver- 
sion which included turning indica- 
tors and the replacement of the 
original lightweight bumpers with the 
heavy export type. I had no initial 
understanding of the provenance of 
the Bentley R-type Continental (or 
Mk VI Continental as is the case with 
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the ‘A’ series cars like mine). 

Instead, I put my faith in the design 
and construction of the working parts. 
I needed a reliable car, with a certain 
flair, which would take me well beyond 
the outskirts of Melbourne in pursuit 
of promoting and maintaining an 
architect’s country practice. 

I took delivery of BCIOA on 
November 30th, 1975. As I turned out 
of Summerhill Road, Glen Iris, on my 
way home to Prahran | thought “this 
is great — a coachbuilt art car with 
long legs, on a chassis with which I 
had become familiar and supremely 
not bad at all. Move 
over mate, [m on my way. This is 


confident — 


gunna last”. 

And last it did, for over 200,000 rel- 
atively uneventful, but delightfully 
progressive, kilometres. 

I do recall a few quirky moments, 
which were not that unusual, given 
the Bentley is after all an English 
motor Car. 

On occasions, always in heavy traf- 
fic, it was necessary to use a rubber 
mallet, applied to the floor between 
the driver’s seat and door, to coax the 
twin SU fuel pumps. 

I eventually discovered that a 
blocked air vent in the cap of the 
master cylinder would cause severe 
impairment of the performance of the 
front brakes. Likewise, that a faulty 
thermostat would cause loud and dis- 
concerting explosions in the top end of 
the engine radiator. That insufficient 
oil in the carburetter dashpots would 
cause the engine to perform like a lead 
balloon. That the heavy steel helmets 
in the middle of Sydney’s inner sub- 
urban intersections could nearly take 
out the front suspension. 

Finally, that there was tendency for 
the fitted short-skirted low-inertia 
Wellworthy pistons to turn elliptical, 
to score heavily on the gudgeon sides 
and to rattle like tin cans when the 
engine had cooled the morning after 
prolonged speeds above 160 km/h. 

A defining moment in the life of 
BC10A occurred in 1984. after we had 
moved to live at Dunkeld in Western 
Victoria, which could have broken the 
mesmerising spell. 

I blew a hole in piston number four 
while pushing the car a bit too hard 
up the Pentland rises on my way 
home via Ballarat. This did not stop 


the car. Luckily it was late at night 


which helped to disguise the large 
clouds of smoke coming from the ex- 
haust. The remaining 160 kilometres 
took slightly longer to travel, but with 
no further damage. 

Six months later, after considering 
it was better to give the car a rest, I set 
about the business of rebuilding the 
engine ex-situ, with the help of two 
engineering workshops in Hamilton 
and the trusty grey service handbook. 

Because BC10A was used regular- 
ly, attention had already been lav- 
ished by me on the running gear. 

Bonded brake linings had been 
carefully built up, rivetted and radius- 
ed to fit the massive drums which 
were otherwise approaching their use- 
by date. The master and slave cyl- 
inders had been sleeved and the servo 
relined, resealed and all the linkages 
carefully adjusted. 

The front suspension had been re- 
built at great expense including all the 
steering linkages. The rear springs 
had been re-bushed and gaitered. 
Changeover shock absorbers were in- 
stalled and the last of four Olympic Air 
Ride 6-ply tyres were still quite 
serviceable. (Pirelli radials have since 
been fitted. They look a bit agricultur- 
al but the improvement to ride and 
suspension is magic). 

The rear axle, drive train and the 
gearbox performed and sounded like 
new, which surprised me. Unlike the 
late Ian Dodd (BC12A) I had never 
participated in hill-climbs or devel- 
oped the skill of making a silent down 
change into first gear whilst in motion. 
When I flushed the gearbox and 
noticed a few fragments of evidence, I 
could not help wondering why the in- 
genuity of Rolls-Royce Ltd had not 
been applied to installing synchro- 
mesh to all forward gears in the 
Bentley Mk VI and R-type Conti- 
nentals. This would have given these 
cars a wonderful versatility in modern 
day traffic. 

Major effort was put into rebuilding 
the engine. This took about twelve 
months of spare moments in my busy 
work schedule, during which time a 
local panel shop offered to re-paint the 
body, provided I agreed to strip the old 
paint back to the bare metal and to re- 
pair any defects in the aluminium. I 
later realised I had picked the short 
straw and risked creating a major dis- 
traction. Fortunately my four daugh- 


ters came to the rescue with elbow 
grease, which is something they have 
never let me forget. 

Having completely stripped the 
engine and established a regime for 
storage of the parts, I went about 
measuring the extent of wear and 
identifying which 
warranted total replacement or repair. 

The piston failure occurred as a 
result of a broken top ring and spacer, 
which had enlarged the ring groove 
with enough adverse friction, in an al- 
ready excessively worn bore, to induce 
a hot spot. The combustion gases had 
travelled down the side and across the 
edge of the aluminium piston in line 
with the gudgeon pin. and burnt a 
hole in the top of the piston at the 
thinnest area, which perhaps one 
could say, is a built-in safety mea- 
sure. 

Looking back. I suppose this was 
an accident waiting to happen in all 
six cylinders! 

In my determination to keep driving 
long distances to my work I had nur- 
tured a bullish belief in the invincib- 
ility of the Ricardo-endorsed motor 
developed all those years ago prior to 
WWII — a conviction held to this day 
by many — in my case now not so 


components 


often put to the test. 

This guilt trip aside, much of my 
anxiety was reduced when I learnt, on 
a chance visit to Adelaide to buy a 


3948 


head gasket, that United Motors had a 
full set of .010” oversize standard de- 
sign pistons, complete with gudgeons. 
They had been sitting on the shelf for 
years and were available at a very 
reasonable cost. 

(In case readers are wondering, I 
had previously used most of the pis- 
tons given to me by Fred Engish after 
the Kellows rebuild of the engine in 
BC12A. I had also repaired several 
cracks in the block, fitted two exhaust 
valve seats and several sets of rings, 
which means I modestly lied about the 
uneventful mechanical history.) 

The bores had been previously 
sleeved by Dutton Motors during the 
Ricketson era and simply required a 
light re-bore and honing to take the 
new pistons. 

With Robert McDermott’s help, a 
set of cast iron rings was obtained 
through the Repco racing division. 

This spurred me on to do the job 
properly. A.B. Price supplied new 
Vandervell .010” undersize crankshaft 
main and connecting rod bearings, 
camshaft and rocker shaft bearings 
and a full set of inlet and exhaust 
valve guides. 

The cast iron block was scoured in 
a caustic bath, crack tested and sur- 
faced. The white metal seals relined, 
the plugs and plates refurbished and 
the brass ducting under the exhaust 
seats repaired. The aluminum head 
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was also crack tested and surfaced. 

The crankshaft was cleaned out 
and balanced. It did not require fur- 
ther repair. The exhaust valves were 
refaced with Stellite and the camshaft 
reground and granodised. The timing 
gears and all connecting rods were 
checked for wear and distortion. 

All the electrical running gear was 
overhauled, the carburetters serviced 
and the fuel pumps replaced with a 
new Silver Shadow unit. 

My only regret was in not sending 
the crankshaft damper down to 
Robert McDermott instead of fitting all 
the new springs and washers and 
approximating the poundage, by 
means of a lever and scale, myself. 

I do not remember checking the 
camshaft end float and gear run-out. I 
did not pay enough attention to re- 
searching the possibility of fitting the 
correct Continental clutch plate. J am 
sure I mixed up the restrictors con- 
necting the one-shot 
system to the clutch release bearing 
and actuating shaft. 

Nevertheless, it was all a great ad- 
venture, which will stand in good stead 
for the years following. BC10A and its 
owner are much the better for it. 

I think I can truthfully say, after 27 
years of both custody and captivity 
“Whatever was done rightly or wrong- 
ly, I have been humbled by what is 
noble”. \- 4 


lubrication 


The prototype Bentley Continental, Experimental chassis 9-B-VI, later renumbered BC26A before being sold by the Company to the late Stanley Sedgwick, who 
drove it over |00,000 miles in the first ten years of his quarter century of ownership. Her Cheshire registration number OLG-490 led to her being popularly known 


as ‘Olga’. She is seen here after a comprehensive body-off restoration by P & A. Wood, Inset: as a track official's car at the 1953 Le Mans 24-hour Race. 
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BY BILL MEDCALF (UK.) 


Bill Medcalf, a former Chairman of the Bentley 
Drivers’ Club, is a well respected member of our 
great movement. As well as being famous for his 
Bentley R-type Continentals, Bill also owns a 6'/ 
Litre Speed Six which he has driven vast distances 


in numerous countries, including Australia. 


For a number of vears I was fortu- 
nate enough to own and run two 
Bentley R-type Continentals simulta- 
neously. 

This has allowed me to appraise the 
cars and compare the A, B and C se- 
ries, featuring the 4.5 litre engine, 
with the D and E series which used 
the 4.9 litre unit. The R-type 
Continental was launched in 1952 
when Rolls-Royce Ltd decided to make 
a sports coupé which remained ‘The 
Silent Sports Car’ while retaining and 
enhancing the famous Bentley per- 
formance traditions. As a result the 
Company produced a tme thorough- 
bred capable of superb performance, 
rather than some badge-engineered 
offering that could just as easily have 
resulted. 
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Bill Medcalf's BC60D, delivered new in April 1955, is a particularly fine example of a late R-type Continenta 


Wisely, the Company drew on their 
vast experience of both the wonder- 
fully reliable Bentley Mk VI] saloon and 
its successor, the standard R-type, 
which was capable of 100 mph for 
sustained periods. 

The Continental’s coachwork was 
lower than that of the standard cars 
and designed with the aid of a wind 
tunnel to cut drag and give an aero- 
dynamic appearance. 

Weight saving was also very impor- 
tant. The major reduction over the 
standard, largely steel-bodied cars, 
came from the extensive use of alum- 
inium for both the frame and skin of 
the coachwork. In addition, ultra-light 
front seats, similar to those employed 
on the Bentley competition cars of the 
1920s, were originally fitted. The 
prototype, 9-B-VI (later renumbered 
BC26A in the production series), had 
no radio, heater or any of the other 
accepted comforts, and the radio was 
only fitted to the production cars at 
the customer’s request. 

To increase engine power a special 
low-loss exhaust system was fitted, 
with fewer baffles in the silencer, 
which of course raised the noise level 


1. Being a ‘D’ series car it has the larger (4.9 litre) 
engine. This, with manual gearbox and lightweight seats, provides exceptional performance. Note the ‘Webasto’ sunshine roof, fitted from new. Photos by the Editor. 


slightly. 

The prototype Bentley Continental 
was used as an official car at the 1952 
Le Mans 24 Hour Race and it is 
claimed that not only could it overhaul 
competitors in the subordinate class- 
es, but was able to keep up with the 
big sports cars in the premium categ- 
ories. It was stated that the Conti- 
nental could reach in excess of 120 
mph and was acknowledged to be the 
fastest four-seater car in the world at 
the time. 

Soon customers began demanding 
more luxuriously padded front seats 
(which were no more comfortable in 
practice, but much heavier), a radio, 
heater and demister and, in the case 
of some of the later cars, automatic 
transmission. The weight of this 
equipment began to detract from the 
liveliness of what had been a very 
sporting car. Therefore, in 1954 and 
*BD respectively, the ‘D’ and ‘E’ series 
appeared with the larger 4.9 litre 
engine. This was the same capacity as 
that fitted to the S1 model and took 
care of the Continental’s increased 
weight. Some of the ‘D’ and ‘E’ Series 
cars retained the original lightweight 
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The beautifully kept engine of BC60D. Being a ‘D’ series car the engine is the enlarged (4,887 cc) version. 
‘A’ B’ and 'C’ series Continentals had the same engine capacity as the standard R-type (4,566 cc). The 
‘A’ series cars were based on the Mk VI specification and had that model’s manual mixture control instead 
of the automatic choke arrangement seen at the bottorn centre of this picture. 


seats, which contributed to the per- 
formance characteristics of these 
tremendously powerful, high perfor- 
mance machines. 

The manual gearbox, which is a de- 
light to use, is similar in design to that 
used on the Mk VI and R-type saloons, 
but features special ratios. As on the 
standard cars, synchromesh is pro- 
vided for second, third and top 
speeds, but first gear is ‘straight cut’ 
and requires double-declutching for 
engagement once under way. Max- 
imum rpm gives 44 mph in lst gear, 


Below: the earliest Continentals had two ignition coils mounted on the firewall 
— one being an emergency stand-by, Later, a single coil was fitted to the front 
of the engine beside the thermostat housing, with no stand-by. Bill Medcalf has 
fitted BC60D with a stand-by coil at the front beside the original. Right: spare 


condenser (A) and spare engine oil can (B). 


65 in second and 100 in 3rd. Then 
you are really moving and may change 
into top! Brakes. when properly main- 
tained, are first class even if a small 
amount of fade can occur in hot 
weather or during heavy downhill 
braking from high speed. The tradi- 
tional servo reduces pedal effort. 

The major chassis components are 
lubricated from a centralised system. 
When meticulously maintained and 
working correctly this prevents much 
wear and avoids the need for parts re- 
placement. However. the addition of 
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extra grease nipples enables supple- 
mentary lubrication to be provided at 
key points and does not compromise 
the original lubrication system. 

As an overall tribute to the design it 
may be said that where high quality 
maintenance and repair has always 
been carried out, many of these 
Continentals have now covered be- 
tween 400.000 and 500,000 miles 
with the original major components. 

So what are the differences be- 
tween the 4.5 and 4.9 litre cars? So 
well balanced is the 4.5 that it seems 
a little “sweeter than its larger coun- 
terpart, in much the same way as the 
‘four-and-a-quarter’ Mk VI unit slight- 
ly surpasses all the other six-cylinder 
engines. 

However, all properly maintained 
Continentals are easily capable of del- 
ivering their quoted performance and 
maximum speeds. It’s just that the 4.9 
gets there a little quicker. Fuel con- 
sumption figures taken in still, warm, 
dry weather, at light throttle, and with 
prudent use of the gears to ensure 
maximum economy, reveal a well 
tuned 4.5 Continental will return 23.6 
mpg when a maximum speed of 50 
mph (! - Ed.) is not exceeded. Under 
similar conditions, 21 mpg is typical 
for 4.9 in comparable tune. With 70 
mph as the ceiling, 21 and 19.8 mpg 
respectively can be expected. Under 
everyday conditions 18.5 mpg is the 
average for a 4.5; 17.2 for the 4.9. 
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With a heavy right foot expect 16.8 
and 15.6 respectively. 

Provided these cars are maintained 
in accordance with the manufactur- 
er’s schedules, they are utterly reli- 
able and give superb service with very 
few vices. However, over the years the 
rear road springs tend to settle, re- 
ducing the standing height and de- 
tracting from good roadholding. 

The springs can be removed and re- 
cambered and tempered by special- 
ists. With a full fuel tank. tools etc, the 
standing height should be approxi- 
mately 28” from a level floor to the 
centre of the wheel-arch. The front coil 
springs may also need attention. It is 
very important you contact a special- 
ist before attempting to remove the 
front springs on these (or any) cars as 
inappropriate procedures can result 
in serious personal injury. If you see a 
man with no arms or something, you 
will know why! 

Many of the specific mechanical 
parts needed to overhaul R-type 
Continentals are still available from 
Rolls-Royce & Bentley agents. Others 
are simply run-of-the-mill engineering 
items. There were small variations in 
the build details of the early, incred- 
ibly beautiful, handbuilt cars. Even 
so, the coachwork gives very few prob- 
lems. However, some examples which 
have led a hard life can suffer fatigue 
cracks in the door pillars. These re- 
quire strengthening and welding. 

The interior woodwork is worthy of 
Mr Sheraton and the leatherwork 
demonstrates the highest skills of the 
coach-trimmer, although it suffers if 
subjected to hot sunlight and there- 
fore should be kept covered: cotton 
slip-on seat covers are one answer. 

Simply to sit in these cars is a 
beautiful experience: to drive one is 
among the ultimate physical plea- 
sures. I know of no other car which, 
approaching 50 years’ service, can 
match these remarkable master- 
pieces. 

Even after covering 1,000 miles ina 
day, driving remains a delight. Other 
owners comment: “Best car I have ever 
owned” and “Hope to take it to heaven 
with me”! I have also heard: “Would be 
the last thing I would sell” and “Would 
not swap it for a thousand camels, 
even in the middle of the desert”. These 
cars have a magic of their own. 

At the time of writing, nearly 50 
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BC60D front suspension close-up showing two of the extra lubrication nipples fitted by owner Bill Medcalf. 


years have passed since these 
Continentals first took to the roads. It 
is only with the passage of time that 
one realises some small modifications 
may be advantageous for use in mod- 
ern conditions, particularly where 
they relate to safety. The purists may 
holler their protests but, as a con- 
cours judge, I can assure you I would 
not mark down a car for non-original 
safety features providing they had 
been executed to a standard befitting 
the marque. 


Seat belts 


Like them or not, it is accepted that 
they save lives. The wooden fascia and 
cappings, being of hardwood, can do 


serious damage not only to the driver, 
but particularly to the passenger in 
the event of an accident. 


Indicators 


Around 1952 flashing indicators 
began to replace the semaphore type 
in the U.K. The Bentley Continental 
‘flasher’ system utilised the white 
sidelights at the front and the red 
stop/tail lamps at the rear. This can 
be unsafe, especially from behind, be- 
cause if a driver who has the flashing 
indicator operating brakes inter- 
mittently on the approach to a man- 
oeuvre, following drivers receive an 
ambiguous interrupted light signal on 
both sides of the car! The answer is to 


BC6OD is fitted with a second inside rear vision mirror to provide a view into what would otherwise be a 


blind spot on the near-side. 


dispense with the under-bonnet stop 
light/flasher relay, paint the insides of 
the lenses of the white reversing lights 
amber so they can serve as indicators, 
then re-wire these to the former ‘flash- 
er leads. Then dispense with the orig- 
inal number plate lamps and fit two 
new ones with the facility to act as 
combined number plate lamps and re- 
verse lamps (some R-type Continentals 
had these from new. — Ed.), extending 
the wires that originally went to the 
reverse light in the wing to the new 
number plate lamps. 

At the front of the car you need to 
fit amber double filament cadmium 
bulbs to the fog/spot lamps, which 
may be Lucas 700 or 576 type, and di- 
vert the ‘flasher’ wire from the side- 
lamps to these. This will give a 
U.K.-correct, amber ‘flasher’ while 


3082 


é ep pe 
7 . 


ae 


preserving functional fog/spot lamps. 
The self-cancelling indicator switch 
fitted to Land Rovers and J Type 
Bedfords made between 1960 and ’70, 
can be used as a conversion. It conve- 
niently fits the Bentley steering col- 
umn giving fingertip control of the 
indicators while being self-cancelling 
by steering wheel movement rather 
than by a timer switch as originally 
fitted. Immediately below this switch I 
have fitted a headlight flasher switch. 


Electrics 


A further safety feature is to take a 
headlight dimmer unit as fitted to 
many modern cars and wire it into the 
sidelight/headlamp circuit. This will 
provide enough current to fully illumi- 
nate the sidelights and make the 
headlamps glow. Thus, in the event of 


The Continental Touring Kit was for many years a service operated by the Company for owners of all Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars (not just Bentley Continentals). Upon return to the service centre or agent, a charge 
was made for all gaskets or other parts used. Photo from the Author. 


Left rear towing or shipping tie-down bracket 
(above) the front dual purpose shackle. 
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off-side sidelight failure the ‘moped- 
effect’ is eliminated! A 1'4” extension 
to the dip-switch makes it easier to 
use. 

Install an additional red panel light 
to provide a useful glimmer of light to 
the front floor area. An extra panel 
light bulb in the glove-box, wired 
through the map-light switch, makes 
it easier to find items in the dark. 

Many of these modifications, so 
beneficial on vintage and classic cars, 
are made possible by today’s superb 
relays which ensure only a low cur- 
rent passes through the actual switch. 

The vacuum-operated windscreen 
washer can be somewhat hit or miss 
and replacing it with the electric 
pump as fitted to later cars is advan- 
tageous, converting the original 
chrome push-button into an electric 
switch to operate the washers. 

A spare condenser is attached to 
the distributor and on cars that will be 
used outside the U.K. (or on your very 
long-distance journeys in Australia) 
an additional 12-volt coil bolted along- 
side the existing unit is a wise precau- 
tion. Annually, swap condenser and 
coils over to ensure that they are all 
working. 

The electrical system of the early 
cars was a ‘positive earth’ system, 
later changed to negative earth. The 
radio can now be converted to receive 
FM which is ideal when touring as it 
enables one to receive weather fore- 
casts and other useful information. A 
non-working clock may be fitted with 
an electric Darlington (or similar) 
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movement to provide reliable time- 
keeping while preserving the original 
appearance. 

Another important extra is a bat- 
tery master switch wired to the earth 
side of the battery and placed conve- 
niently under the driver’s seat. This 
will save the electric clock running the 
battery down if the car is stored for 
long periods and is a theft protection. 

Still on electrics — it is wise to 
carry a spare set of new S.U. fuel 
pumps. Admittedly, by disconnecting 
each of the pumps on the car in turn 
you can establish if they are working, 
but you will not know for how long 
this will continue. I once broke down 
at 2 a.m. because of burnt-out 
pumps, so now I never leave home 
without replacement pumps for vin- 
tage or classic cars, which includes 
my Morris Minor. 


Security 


The battery master switch men- 
tioned earlier will serve as a valuable 
safety/security device and there are, 
of course, plenty of theft alarms avail- 
able, but opening quarter-lights make 
these vehicles vulnerable. I recom- 
mend. therefore, fitting Chubb win- 
dow locks similar to the domestic 
type. I can advise on procedures. 


Tyres 


We all have our pet subjects! But 
tests by Rolls-Royce resulted in a very 
simple statement: radial tyres are not 
suitable for these Bentley Conti- 
nentals. Firstly, the steering geometry 
is not designed for radials and some 
commercial vehicle tyres in particular, 
as fitted to Land Rovers etc., will 
‘knock out’ and wear the needle roller 
king pins and suspension bearings. 
Secondly, the harmonics set up can 
affect other aspects. However, some 
will say radials are the best thing 
since sliced bread, others will say, 
next time go back to cross-ply! 

Correct tyre pressures are essen- 
tial. Consult your handbook, but as a 
general rule for prolonged very high 
speeds, higher tyre pressures would 
be advisable, also depending on the 
weight carried: four people and lug- 
gage etc. 


General maintenance 


The additional grease nipples men- 
tioned earlier enable the centralised 


Jo better suit modern driving conditions BC60D has been fitted with a self-cancelling column-mounted 
indicator switch (A) and a headlamp flasher switch (B). 


system to be ‘super-charged’ at 
critical points ensuring the major 
chassis components are generously 
lubricated. 

In more general terms it is well to 
remember these cars should not be 
undersealed. They did not receive this 
treatment when new and if it is 
applied now moisture can become 
trapped beneath it and cause serious 
rust problems. General cleaning, 
painting and spraying with a preserv- 
ing oil is the more appropriate treat- 
ment. 

Particular attention should be paid 
to body mounting brackets which can 


become encrusted with water- 


harbouring mud to eventually cause 
rust. 

Change the engine oil when it is 
dirty or discoloured. The Castrol oil 
originally recommended by Rolls- 
Royce for the rear axle is no longer 
available but a ‘Hypoy’ EP80 grade oil 
is a suitable substitute for axle and 
gearbox. As there are no filters in 
gearbox or axle a small magnet sol- 
dered to the drain plugs will collect all 
the teeth you knock off when you miss 
a gear! 

In hot climates the addition of STP 
to the oil in the central lubrication 
system aids retention at the delivery 
point. 


BC60D choke and foot controls modifications — A: knob to pull off automatic choke after starting and 
(inset) the other end of the choke pull-off cable under bonnet; B: extended dip-switch; C: wrapped stainless 


steel cover on accelerator pedal. Photos from the Author. 


A high-level stop-lamp in rear window provides extra safety in modern traffic. The Continental was one of 
the first cars to have a heated rear window. The fine wires in the glass are seen here in the sunlight. 


Both clutch and brake pedals are 
adjustable to provide the most com- 
fortable position. Similarly, steering 
columns of different lengths and rakes 
were fitted to suit the original owner 
and you may have to raise or lower the 
seat runners to ensure you have the 
optimum view of the road. Time spent 
making such small adjustments really 
does pay dividends, especially when 
driving the car long distances. 


Automatic Choke 


These tend to stay on longer than 
necessary. Adapting a choke cable to 
run through the bulkhead to the 
choke butterfly will enable the choke 
to be pulled to the off position much 
quicker than relying on the automatic 
mechanism. I have found this mod- 
ification to be a great benefit. 


Mirrors 


Wing mirrors are essential, espe- 
cially on crowded U.K. motorways, 
and the convex type give a better view 
than those fitted to the doors. An 
additional interior driving mirror can 
be incorporated with the original. This 
is particularly useful in countries 
where they drive on the ‘wrong’ side of 
the road, as it enables the passenger 
to observe following traffic and who is 
about! 


High stop-light 

Still with safety in mind, an extra 
stop-light installed to the rear parcel 
shelf is worthwhile as lorry drivers, 
seated some eight feet above. do not 
always see the small original lights 
located low down on the car, and most 
modern motorists expect to see a 


Fire extinguisher fitted beside the driver's seat and (arrowed) Chubb household-type deadlocks for extra 
security, Note the lightweight front seats of BC60D — one of the original defining features of the Bentley 


Continental, These were at least as comfortable as the heavier seats insisted upon by some owners. 
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stop-light in the rear window. 


Spares 


A spares kit based on Rolls-Royce’s 
original ‘Continental Touring Kit’ is an 
absolute must. Quite apart from parts 
that may be required on a particular 
journey it will enable you to carry out 
a full service anywhere in the world as 
filters, gaskets etc. were all included. I 
have also adopted a Morris idea from 
the vintage era and carry a spare can 
of oil under the bonnet for topping up. 


Fire extinguisher 


A fire extinguisher should be fitted 
in a position easily accessible from the 
driver’s seat — no good in the boot 
when it’s already alight. 

Other useful on board accou- 
trements are a first aid kit, overnight 
bag, long tow rope, red emergency tri- 
angle, spare inner tube, spare petrol 
pump, jumper leads. a spare relay if 
fitted, powerful torch, a good set of 
tools, radiator sealant, bulbs, etc. 
Turning the spare wheel upside-down 
with a slight alteration to the bracket 
using the original thumb screw to se- 
cure the wheel will provide extra space 
to the storage of most of the above 
spares while still allowing the cover to 
fit perfectly. 

For cars being shipped around the 
world and for tying down purposes in 
containers etc, a single shackle can be 
fitted to a heavy base plate between the 
suspension arms at the front. To the 
rear, both sides, brackets may be fitted 
to the main spring U-bolts. This pro- 
vides for an emergency should you need 
to tow someone else, and of course the 
front shackle allows your car to be 
towed easily and without damage. 

When time permits, I will continue 
with a comparison between the R-type 
Continentals and their S Series suc- 
cessors. I very much enjoyed the S1 
Continental which I owned. It retains 
the 4.9 litre six-cylinder engine as in 
the very late R-type Continentals. 
Then into the S2 and S3 with the early 
6.23 litre V-8. 

I do hope that some of my sugges- 
tions may be of help to other owners 
and in the meantime, let this unique- 
ly British magic of the Bentley 
Continental continue. bl 


Photographs by the Editor except 
where otherwise acknowledged 
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From the Federal President 
(continued from page 3942) 


The latest press release from 
Project R-R advises that “all depart- 
ments for the new business are now 
directly supporting the new facilities 
at Goodwood,” with over 250 people 
already located at the new premises. I 
can now report also that the new car 
has an all new aluminium space 
frame body which is extremely strong. 
These will be painted at Goodwood 
with environmentally friendly water 
soluble paint in a computerised 
process. I can also confirm that power 
is supplied by a unique V-12 engine 
with the expected high torque qual- 
ities so long associated with Rolls- 
Royce and both these items are hand 
built and supplied to Goodwood. No 
doubt I will be given approval to reveal 
further details progressively without 
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breaking my confidentially agreement. 


Privacy Legislation 


All Branches of the Club have been 
asked to advise their members of the 
new privacy laws in relation to the un- 
avoidable fact that to operate, we 
must have member details on record 
and apart from using that record in a 
very restricted manner for the benefit 
of members, we could be forced to di- 
vulge some information to comply 
with a legal requirement. In other 
words, if you are a member, you are 
on a list. 


Eric Hayman 


Unfortunately, I must end with the 
sad advice that our long standing, well 
known and well respected Victoria 
Branch member, Eric Hayman, pass- 
ed away on July 20th. Eric was a reg- 
ular, together with Jean, at Federal 


Rallies and although experiencing 
health problems, recently attended 
the annual concours of his Branch 
with a mutual friend as his guest. On 
behalf of Eric’s many Club friends 
throughout Australia, I have conveyed 
our sympathy to Jean and the family. 


Best wishes Adrian 


Members will be relieved to hear 
that Queensland member Adrian 
Muller, similarly known for his atten- 
dance, together with Colleen at many 
Federal Rallies, has been transferred 
to his home town hospital in 
Bundaberg and is continuing to recu- 
perate after his recent serious opera- 
tion. On your behalf I have wished 
Adrian a speedy recovery. He does ad- 
vise that he may be forced to find 
something more automatic than the 
trusty Mk VI. 


Enjoy your motoring, 
Fred Haughtey 


Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn, Bentley Mk VI/R-type 


Member News 


| wish to report that one of our 
Register members has recently met with 
misfortune. Adrian Muller (Qld.) was 
suddenly diagnosed with a rapidly grow- 
ing tumour in July. This necessitated 
immediate amputation of a leg and hip, 
and the operation was performed a few 
days later. 

Adrian was otherwise in good health 
and enjoying an active retirement with his 
wife, Colleen. The suddenness of the 
diagnosis and the necessary action was 
obviously very traumatic for both. | am 
sure all members join me in conveying 
our best wishes to Adrian & Colleen. 

No-one is more passionate towards 
his Bentley Mk VI, which extended be- 
yond the joy of driving. As owner-me- 
chanic he has a great thirst for knowledge 
of everything relating to his model which 
he was eager to share with others. He 
had only just finished a complete engine 
rebuild and the installation of a high ratio 
crown-wheel and pinion. 

The operation was reported as suc- 
cessful and Adrians spirits are high. This 
is not surprising knowing Adrian, and the 
support he will be receiving from 
Colleen, family and his many friends. 


| am sure all members wish Adrian a 
complete recovery and hope to see him 
at Club events in the near future. 


Registers’ restricted website 


As indicated earlier, and as demon- 
strated and discussed at the Register Day 
at Coffs Harbour, it seems the easiest 
way to provide Register members with 
the information they desire on their 
models is via the Internet. 

The start of such a site may be viewed 
at http:/rroc.org.au/register/sdmkvi. The 
user name is “member” and the pass- 
word is the first word on page 3881 of 
PRAECLARUM. 


What is needed to build this site is 
clear copies, preferably originals, of rele- 
vant data, and then member(s) with a 
scanner and the time available to prepare 
and transfer copies of such information 
to Webmaster Chris Gillings in a form 
suitable for assembling on the Register 
Site. 

After viewing the Site it would be use- 
ful to hear from members as to whether 
they feel they would make use of this 
method of information transfer, and if so 
what data they desire, also any 
member(s) who could assist with either 
documentation or scanning. 

Lloyd Missen, 
Registrar 
02-9958-2831 (Phone & FAX) 


lloydshirleym@bigpond.com 


Silver Shadow, Bentley T and Derivatives 


Technical Day - Friday May 3rd 2002 at 
44th Annual Federal Rally, Coffs Harbour 


At the invitation of the Registrar, John 
Begg, interested owners and friends gath- 
ered early at the Coffs Harbour T.A.F.E. 
College automotive trades section where 
we found George Shores with his Silver 
Shadow II already partially dismantled and 
ready to be used to demonstrate the var- 
ious aspects of maintenance together 


with David Gore placing his Corniche on 
one of the hoists to enable us to view the 
components of the underside. In addition 
to the actual cars these experts had pro- 
vided a large number of parts, some par- 
tially dismantled and some mounted on 
display boards, to be used for our further 
education. 

After a welcome from the College and 
the offer of the full use of its facilities, 


David Gore led the presentation by t= 


introducing us to the very detailed 
Preventative Maintenance Schedule and 
Preventative Maintenance Checklist that 
he and George have developed. Copies 
were provided for all participants. He 
then spoke about and showed us such 
important items as body drain holes, 
handbrake adjustment, hoses and rubber 
boots, fuel filter, exhaust system and the 
various hydraulic components. George 
Shores, having previously removed the 
bonnet from his car, was able to show 
and advise on the maintenance of, such 
items as the air filter, oil filler cap, carb- 
uretters, cooling system, fan belts etc. 

Having also removed the interior trim 
from one of the doors George then 
spoke about the window lift mechanism 
and followed this with a discussion on the 
electric seat operating system. With a 
rear wheel removed he then dealt with 
brakes etc. Largely because of the 
numerous questions the allotted time 
had well and truly elapsed and it was time 
to move back to the Conference Rooms 
at the Pacific Bay Resort. Both David and 
George were thanked for their efforts 
and patience with questions before we 
left the T.A.FE. College. 

Very fortunately for us, lan W. 
Rimmer BscTech, was able to organise to 
visit Australia at a time to coincide with 
our Rally and was our next speaker. lan is 
an engineer by profession, a former 
employee of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd 
at Crewe where he was a Quality 
Engineer, a long serving member of the 
Management Committee of the Rolls- 
Royce Enthusiasts’ Club of Great Britain 
and a regular lecturer for that Club at its 
very popular and long running series of 
technical seminars at the Hunt House. 

lan spoke to us at this morning session 
on the heating and air conditioning sys- 
tems fitted to these motor cars using the 
excellent PowerPoint presentation devel- 
oped for the British Seminars. During the 
afternoon lan returned to speak about 
and show us the hydraulic systems of the 
Silver Shadow in a similar way. He 
answered numerous questions at each 
session and was able to add many inter- 
esting comments on these important 
systems garnered from his time with the 
Company. 

lan followed these two technical 
presentations with a slide show of the 
evolution of the Silver Shadow series 
from 1955, when the decision was taken 
to explore the possibilities of mono- 
coque construction, until the final release 
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Registrar John Begg (left) presenting Jeff Kedwell, 
Head of the Automotive School at Coffs Harbour 
TAFE., with a RROC. Certificate of Appreciation 
following the successful Federal Rally technical 
sessions there. Behind is the Gillings family’s 
venerable 1910 Silver Ghost (1492). 


of the car in 1965. Copies of each of the 
PowerPoint presentations were provided 
for all participants. lan was suitably 
thanked by our Registrar for his three 
very interesting and informative sessions. 

The first scheduled presentation in the 
afternoon was by Tony Bolous, Technical 
Service Manager for Castrol Australia Pty 
Ltd, who gave an illustrated talk on lubri- 
cants in general and on Castrol products 
in particular. This was to be followed by 
a similar presentation on coolants and 
corrosion inhibitors but unfortunately, 
the very large number of questions on 
lubricants exhausted the time available. 
Tony kindly provided copies of all of the 
slides, which were available for each of 
those attending and make interesting 
reading. He was appropriately thanked 
for his efforts. 

Afternoon Tea was provided by 
Shannons Insurance, Auctioneers etc. 
and was enjoyed by all. We thank them 
for this generous action. 

Also our thanks go to Brian McMillan 
of Rolls-Royce & Bentley of Sydney for 
his generous support to our Register and 
also the Technical Day. 

It was a long but very worthwhile day 
with all of those attending learning some- 
thing new about their motorcars. 


Bob Boscoe, 
Tasmania Section 


Planned Activities for 2002/3 

The following seminars have been 
planned, and | have divided them into 
two types of activities as a result of sug- 
gestions received from members. The 
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two types of activities are as follows: 
|. SHD Seminars — these are of a prac- 
tical nature, or get your hands dirty, if 
you want, type days for members to 
work on their vehicles in a workshop en- 
vironment, i.e. use of hoists, air, E.P.A.- 
compliant fluid disposal etc., plus a 
demonstration of interest. 

2. TD Seminars — these are of an edu 
cational nature (less dirty hands), through 
practical and theory demonstrations or 
activities, the presenters being either 
professional or experienced persons. 

Whilst these seminars usually relate 
to post-war cars, any member, their 
guest(s) and/or car(s) are most welcome 
to attend, as this is a Club event organ- 
ised for any R.R.O.C.A. member. 

Out of town (country, interstate & 
overseas) members requiring accommo- 
dation please let us know at the time of 
booking. Bookings are necessary and can 
be made either with: 

Doug Brown on 02-4340-1071, Email 
grumblebum7@bigpond.com or 

myself on 02-9580-1666, 
johnbegg@bigpond.com 


Email 


john Begg, 
Registrar 


September 28th, SHD Seminar 

Preventative maintenance plus a 
demonstration of brake pressure switch 
refurbishment and power steering hose 
Neville’s (& 
Transmission, 


replacement. Venue: 
Rhondda's) Automatic 
143 Canterbury Road (Cnr Clements 
Ave.), Bankstown N.S.W. 2200, from 
0830 hrs. Cost: $20:00. 


October 26th, TD Seminar 

Rolls-Royce & Bentley automatic 
transmissions by Neville Vassallo and 
staff. Neville will cover all automatics 
used by Rolls-Royce & Bentley. Start time 
is 10.00 for 10.30 and will include a 
sausage sizzle lunch. Venue: Neville’s (& 
Rhondda’s) Automatic Transmission, 
143 Canterbury Road (Cnr Clements 
Ave.), Bankstown, N.S.W. 2200. Cost: 
$20:00. 


November 30th, SHD Seminar 

Preventative maintenance plus a 
demonstration of 12,000-miles/ 20,000 
kilometres service or the ANNUAL ser- 
vice. Venue: Neville’s (& Rhondda’s) 
Automatic Transmission, 143 Canterbury 
Road (Cnr Clements Ave.) Bankstown, 
N.S.W. 2200, from 0830 hrs. Cost: 
$20:00. 
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March 8th, 2003, SHD Seminar 
Preventative maintenance plus pre- 
Overlander check demonstration, all 
models. Venue: Neville’s (& Rhondda’s) 
Automatic Transmission, 143 Canterbury 
Road (Cnr Clements Ave.), Bankstown, 
N.S.W. 2200, from 0830 hrs. Cost: 

$20:00. 
John Begg, 
Registrar 
02-9580- | 666 
johnbegg@bigpond.com 


2004 Centennial World Tour in Australia 


We now have 75 bookings and about 35 cars 
booked so far from overseas to come to Australia, 
as part of the 2004 Centennial World Tour, to start 
in Queensland for the grand Overlander to 
Melboure for the 2004 Federal Rally. before 
they depart our shores for Europe and the 
Centenary celebrations in the UK. 

Many Australian Club members have also ex- 
pressed interest (and even booked) to join our 
overseas visitors in Queensland and travel with 
this special group to Melbourne. Transport pack- 
ages are being organised for Australian members 
to transport their cars to Brisbane to make it easi- 
er for them to join the convoy. 

An exciting programme has been planned for this 
once-in-a-Jifetime opportunity to see many spe- 
cial cars you may never see again. and unique 
venues of great interest. The programme for the 
New Zealand leg of the World Tour, which takes 
place just before the Australian programme, has 
also now been released. 

If any members would like more information 
about either the New Zealand or the Australian 
leg of the Tour, please contact Robin Hickman on 
03-9872-3233, or FAX 03-9872-6161 or Email: 


mail @rrocavictoria.org.au 


Sundowner Overlander to the 
2003 Federal Rally in York, WA. 
March 21st - April 2nd 
Good news! 


There are still a few vacancies on the 
Overlander so if you would like an 
Expression of Intent, or haven't re- 
turned one yet, there is still time. 
Booking forms will be forwarded in 
September to those members who 
gave returned Expressions of Intent. 


Robyn Henderson 
40 Wentworth Street, 
Dolans Bay N.S.W. 2229 
‘Phone 02-9542-8401 
FAX 02-9542-8402 
Shirley Missen, 
‘Phone/FAX 02-9958-2831 


Email: lloydshirleym@bigpond.com 
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Meeting James Radley 


The publication in PRAECLARUM 
6-0! of fascinating extracts from the 
James Radley albums has reminded me 
that | had the great honour and pleasure 
of meeting James Radley in England in 
1957, 

The occasion was a gathering at the 
Derby Works, as part of the Rally held by 
the 20-Ghost Club to commemorate the 
50th anniversary of the original Silver 
Ghost. 

To get me into the mood | had been 
lucky enough to spend the morning dri- 
ving James Smith’s 1907 Silver Ghost 
60577, which was fitted with a magnifi- 
cent varnished timber open wagonette 
body originally fitted to a contemporary 
Maudslay. As James described it, in his 
broad Yorkshire accent, “you fill up t’back 
part wi’ guns, hampers, and dawgs”. 

This car of course was fitted with the 
early four-speed gearbox, 4th gear being 
an overdrive, or what was referred to by 
Royce as a ‘sprinting gear’. It felt very 
similar to my own 1910 three-speed car, 
1425. But | envied James his extra gear, 
even if it did emit what contemporary 
journalists described as “a well bred hum 
from the indirects”. 

As we gathered at the Derby Works a 
superb collection of Silver Ghosts started 
arriving, covering the whole range from 
the original Silver Ghost itself, 
60551, to what | was told was the last 
Ghost produced, a beautiful Barker bar- 
rel-sided tourer. 

In between we saw a wide range of 
coachwork styles, from the magnificence 
of Edwardian formal limousines to a 
charmingly scruffy Ghost, crewed by two 
elderly military gentlemen who had built 
the angular body themselves out of 3-ply 
timber. 

Having been introduced to him by 
James Smith, | was immediately deep in 
conversation with that very nice man 
C.W. (Bill) Morton, author of A History of 
Rolls-Royce Cars, Vol. |, Technical Officer in 
charge of apprentices at Derby, and 
under whose eagle eye the only remain- 
15 Horsepower Rolls- 


chassis 


ing 3-cylinder, 
Royce had been rebuilt. He naturally 
wanted to know all about the sole sur- 
viving 6-cylinder, 30 Horsepower Rolls- 
Royce, 23655, then owned by Len Vigar 
and myself. 


As we talked we looked up to see a 


sprightly, dapper, elderly gentleman 
approaching and Bill said “Oh, do you know 
James Radley? — I'll introduce you and he'll 
be interested to hear about the 30 Horse- 
power as well”. 

Well, talk about living with the 
Olympian Gods! Radley still showed all 
the sharp intelligence and incisiveness to 
be expected from a successful compet- 
ition motorist and aviator, together with 
a keen sense of humour. He was quite 
charming and happy to talk about his 
Austrian Alpine Trial experiences, includ- 
ing the story of taking two waitresses and 
a policeman in his Ghost when setting off 
on the famous overnight reconnaissance 
of the dreaded Turracherhohe hill. 

In the course of our conversation we 
moved over to his actual Alpine Trial car, 
chassis 2260E which was standing there 
as if on cue — | had to keep telling my- 
self that it was all true and happening! So 
there we had arguably the most famous 
Rolls-Royce competition driver together 
again with his equally famous and historic 
car. Fantastic! 

| asked him about the extended filler 
cap fitted to the Trials cars and what type 
of ‘steam valve’ or other restrictor was 
fitted to avoid water loss from high alti- 
tude boiling during the trial. He assured 
me that it had been very affective and 
that he had been able to go through the 
Trials without adding water — a consid- 
erable feat as those of us who are famil- 
iar with the cooling system of a 
hard-pressed Ghost would understand. 

As he described the effectiveness of 
the special fitting | was able to take the 
accompanying photograph with James 
Radley in the foreground, pointing at the 
filler cap, and Bill Morton standing beside 
him. Radley is saying something to the 
effect of “it was like driving with a dam’ 
great lighthouse in front of you”. 

And then another jewel. As we dis- 
cussed the dominant performance of the 
Rolls-Royce cars in both the 1913 & 1914 
Austrian Alpine Trials, Radley confirmed 
that their performance was so superior 
that “our Rolls-Royces soared over the Alps 
just like those jolly alpine eagles you see in 
the Alps. So we called our cars ‘Alpine 
Eagles’ and the name was taken up by the 
Company for the high speed models which 
lots of keen drivers then wanted to have”. 

This day of magical experiences didn’t 
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James Radley in 1957 pointing out the dam’ great lighthouse", or extended water filler cap, on 2260E, 
his actual 1913 Austrian Alpine Trial Silver Ghost. Photograph by Gavin Sandford-Morgan (S.A.). 


even stop there, since later in the after- 
noon | was invited to ride in the stern 
sheets of AX-201 —— the original Silver 
Ghost — driven by none other than James 
Radley himself. He had clearly lost none 
of his skill and judgement, or his verve 
and liking for “slipping along a bit”, enjoy- 
ing himself hugely to be back at the wheel 
of a Silver Ghost again. 

Just once or twice in one’s life it does 
seem possible to be in the right place at 
the right time. What a day! 


Gavin Sandford-Morgan, 
South Australia 


The BMW “Rolls-Royce” 


Having been an ardent admirer of the 
works of Henry Royce and his successors 
since my teenage years | have felt as 
upset as anyone by the unbelievable sale 
of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd into for- 
eign hands and, like everyone else, have 
wrestled in my mind to try to sort out 
where | stand and what | really feel about 
it all. Of course | wish it hadn’t happened, 
but it has, and one way or another we 
will have to face it. 

| take some comfort in the fact that 
we as admirers of all things Rolls-Royce 
are now in almost exactly the same posi- 
tion as those admirers of the Bentley 
marque were in 1931 when it was unex- 
pectedly sold to Rolls-Royce, a fact that 
seems to have been overlooked (at least 
in what | have so far read). 


No doubt they felt the same in 193] 
as we do now, dismay and a sense of be- 
trayal as something they admired and 
loved went to ‘foreign’ (in that case 
opposition) hands. They too would have 
thought (and some no doubt still do) that 
Bentley would never be the same again, 
that the old Bentley Company as they 
knew it would no longer exist and there 
would be no provenance from ‘W.O.’ 
which would be said to have passed on to 
these new so-called Bentleys! 

However, and this is where some 
comfort comes in, seventy years on, 
whilst we all acknowledge that the Rolls- 
Royce Bentley is not a true Bentley Bentley 
we have to admit that we do admire and 
nurture them not so much because of 
their history but because they are won- 
derful pieces of engineering, works of art 
in metal, that have intrinsic value and 
strength, built by a company we have 
faith in and whose engineering excellence 
and integrity we respect. 

Now, no-one would deny that BMVW 
is a quality car, motor cycle and aero en- 
gine manufacturer of excellence and engi- 
neering integrity. In fact we all know that 
Rolls-Royce the aero engine manufactur- 
er (still the owner of ‘The Name’) has 
had a long association with BMW, built up 
no doubt on mutual respect for each 
other’s ability, and that Rolls-Royce 
themselves favoured BMW to be en- 
trusted with the manufacture of future 
motor cars bearing the name. 


Whether in years to come we and 
future enthusiasts, as with the Bentley, 
have a similar respect for a new motor 
car bearing the name Rolls-Royce will de- 
pend upon the respect that the car itself 
generates and that respect will be built 
up in our minds by what we observe and 
feel about it. After all the ‘mystique’ of 
Rolls-Royce, that elusive quality which 
goes hand in hand with the product, is in 
our minds. 

BMW will presumably build a motor 
car of high quality which will be reliable 
and durable, so what remains is for BMW 
to capture that second ingredient — the 
mystique. 

BMW will never be able to claim that 
their Rolls-Royce is a true Rolls-Royce 
any more than Rolls-Royce could claim 
that their Bentley was a true Bentley. | 
hope though, that BMW with true 
sincerity and paying due respect to the 
history and mystique, not claiming any- 
thing for their car that is not absolutely 
genuine but claiming only that they are 
aiming to carry on the tradition laid down 
by Henry Royce and his successors then 
hopefully, eventually, that sincerity and 
the integrity of the car will begin to speak 
for themselves and we may be able to 
begin to regain a sense of pride and feel 
comfortable that the name, at least, is in 
good and genuine hands. 

If, on the other hand, BMW indulges in 
‘badge engineering’ with the engine, for 
instance, pedalled around in other mod- 
els or the body shape found in another 
‘down market’ car called BMV, then | 
think it will be lost. The buyer of a new 
Rolls-Royce, | imagine, wants exclusivity, 
and who will want to pay for a Rolls- 
Royce grille knowing in their heart of 
hearts that they haven’t really got what 
the external appearance proclaims? 

However, | am an optimist. BMW pre- 
sumably are not fools and with the help 
of people like Graham Mead and all their 
other contacts with the Rolls-Royce 
Enthusiasts’ Club over recent times 
something must surely have rubbed off. 

We will simply have to wait and rely 
on the integrity and good sense of BMW 
and hope they have sufficiently absorbed 
and take appropriate actions to preserve 
that elusive thing called mystique, per- 
haps by — gradually 
‘Englishness’ of it as its development 


increasing the 


progresses. 
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No doubt there are those who will 
shoot holes in this from their own differ- 
ent angles but I’m not talking about legal 
technicalities and historical niceties, I’m 
taking about inner feelings. We all know 
what’s happened, we all feel sad and we 
all know it won’t be the same again, but 
we can hope that ultimately feelings of 
pride will begin to creep back. Those few 
who have seen the new car seem very 
impressed by it, so presumably at least 
that part is okay. We will just have to wait 
and see and trust BMW about the other 
part of it — the mystique. | do take some 
comfort from the Bentley experience. 
While | live | hope. ‘DUM SPIRO SPERO’. 


Peter Heuzenroeder, 
South Australia 


Editorial response: | know what Peter means 
about “inner feelings", and understand where 
he is coming from, but anybody reading his 
letter in isolation could easily conclude that 
BMW had been the successful purchaser of 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd. It is not a “legal 
technicality”, but a solid fact, that Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars Ltd was purchased in 1998, in its 
entirety, not by BMW but by Volkswagen AG. 
The fact that Bentley Motors Ltd was pur- 
chased by Rolls-Royce Ltd 67 years earlier 
has not been overlooked. It is simply not the 
same thing as is happening now to Roils- 
Royce, the vital difference being that the 
Company, Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd, has 
not been acquired by BMW. it was only sub- 
sequent to the sale of the Company that 
Rolls-Royce Pic (the aero engine company, 
which owns the name and the R-R trade- 
mark) made a deal to sell the Rolls-Royce 
name to BMW after taking it away from 
what is, after all, its own former motor car 
division, albeit now in VW ownership. If BMW 
had acquired the Company it would have 
been a simple case of new ownership, as 
with Bentley in 1931. There would have been 
no need either for an expensive new factory 
or for this debate. For decades it was strong- 
ly impressed on us, by the Company itself, to 
the point that it became an article of faith, 
that only the Company can build an auth- 
entic Rolls-Royce car embodying the Rolls- 
Royce ‘mystique’ Although some people now 
seem to find that incontrovertible dogma 
inconvenient, or show a willingness to re- 
interpret it, remaining faithful to it is the most 
natural thing in the world to a great many 
enthusiasts . — MLB. 


Another link gone 
The photographs of HM The Queen 
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Mother in PRAECLARUM 3-02, p.3901I, 
have prompted me to write to you with 
a footnote. 

The gentleman shown in the doorway 
of the Phantom VI is an old friend, Roger 
Cra’ster. In 1966 I travelled overland 
from India to England and my father, who 
worked for Commonwealth Aircraft 
Corporation (then partly owned by 
Rolls-Royce Ltd) arranged for me to visit 
Crewe. My initial contact with the 
Company was at Conduit Street, where 
Roger had an office. He arranged for me 
to be looked after at Crewe, including a 
Company car from the station. We 
remained in contact for the next 30-plus 
years and visited each other in England 
and Australia. Roger’s retirement, at age 
80, was announced while he was staying 
with us in Melbourne. 

Roger’s career with Rolls-Royce start- 
ed in 1934, as an apprentice at age 16. He 
filled many rdles with the Company, 
including roving car tester, vehicle 
appraiser, work at Belper during the War 
and Company representative in North 
America. | believe he also managed 
Conduit Street and had a major global 
marketing rdéle. The latter part of his 
career was as the person responsible for 
the Company interface with the Royal 
Family and heads of state, and assisted 
Company Chief Executive David Plastow. 

Roger unfortunately died a few years 
after retirement and an extraordinary 


link with the past was lost. Roger was 
always very discrete about his contact 
with the Company’s customers, though 
the occasional anecdote showed what a 
fascinating life he led. 
| believe that the Phantom VI was pre- 
sented to HM The Queen by the British 
Motor Industry as a Silver Jubilee 
present. 
Richard Knight, 
Victoria 


Editorial response: the identity of Roger 
Cra’ster was omitted from the photograph 
caption due to space limitations, as was that 
of the Company's then Chief Executive Peter 
Ward (Wrd), seen in the left-hand photo to 
the Queen Mother's right The car in the 
photographs, AMH10415, was HM. The 
Queen's second Phantom VI, code-named 
‘Lady Norfolk’, and not the one that was 
presented by the Society of Motor 
Manufacturers and Traders in 1978, which 
was a high-roofed ‘Canberra’-style limousine 
on chassis PGH!0!, — MILB. 


Federal Rally edition 


Just a note to compliment you on the 
Coffs Harbour Federal Rally edition of 
PRAECLARUM. | thought it was among 
the best ever — but then they are all 
very good. Splendid photographic cover- 
age, too. 

Gilbert Ralph, 
Victoria 


Roger Cra’ster (Cr) earlier in his long and distinguished Rolls-Royce career, at the wheel of the second Rolls- 
Royce car to emerge from the car division's post-war factory at Crewe, Silver Wraith WIA2, a Hooper tour- 
ing limousine. The Silver Wraith was photographed at the old Cooke Street, Manchester works of Royce Ltd 
(now demolished), alongside the 1907 10 hp. 2-cylinder car (20165) which was, of course, built there and 
is still owned by the Company today. Photograph courtesy of Rolls-Royce & Bentley Motor Cars Ltd, Crewe. 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1922 Silver Ghost (4PG) open-drive limousine, 
affectionately known as ‘Gertie the Ghost’. 
Aubergine with black wings, black Connolly hide to 
front compartment, grey West of England cloth to 
rear. About 10,000 miles since complete restor- 
ation. A superbly comfortable rally and touring, 
multi-award winning motor car in pristine order. 
$280,000. Bill Hall 02-9498-6854 


a 
1927 Phantom | (27RF) Martin & King limousine. 
Fully restored. Previous owner European royalty. 
$115,000, David Vann 07-3263-8572 


1936 Bentley 3'/ Litre (B219FC) Park Ward drop- 
head coupé. Full engine rebuild, new hood, etc. 
Present owner is unable to cope with the constant 
attention of young lovelies that this car invariably 
attracts, so it might benefit from a younger owner 
who will certainly enjoy handling this well loved 
classic touring Bentley. $125,000. Ed Hauser 
03-9787-5 171 


1936 25/30 (GRM3) Barker saloon. Black & ivory. 
Six wheel equipment. Mechanically excellent. 
Driven regularly and meticulously maintained. 
Records to hand. $55,000. Vivien Reed 
02-93 10-0200 or FAX 02-93 10-0999 


1950 Bentley Mk VI (B149DZ) original black with 
beige interior. Melboume delivery to D. Speed, 
Toorak. Restoration nearly completed. Running 
chassis, engine overhauled, body repairs com- 
pleted, requiring only paint and upholstery to 
finish. Tools, handbook, record of restoration 
work. $17,500 o.n.0. Gilbert Ralph 03-9807-450| 
or 041 8-54-8282 


Cars For Sale 


1956 Bentley SI (B189CM) cream paintwork 
good, leather interior aged but serviceable. 
Woodwork very good. Lambswool rugs. Air con- 
ditioning, radio/cassette player. Excellent tyres. 
Brakes master cylinders sleeved in stainless steel, 
servo reconditioned. New battery. Fuel pumps re- 
conditioned. Lovely, reliable car, with present 
owner |4 years. $29,500 o.n.o. Richard Flashman 
08-8381-1751 or  0408-83-1607. — Email: 
flashman@senet.com.au 


1960 Silver Cloud Il (SW/C26) black over maroon 
with pin-stripe at the break (not the conventional 
two-tone). Red leather and carpets. Mechanically 
all Al. Very sleek-looking car in concours condi- 
tion. Call owner for photographs. $48,000 o.n.o. 
Henry Overmars 08-9490-3710 


196! Bentley Continental $2 (BC69BY) Park Ward 
drophead coupé. Original, unaltered, umodified 
state in good condition as an everyday driver's car. 
Owned 10 years, approx. 25,000 m. on clock. Fred- 
erick Bitneris 07-3422-0628 (h) 07-3834-7598 (w) 


1996 Silver Spirtt (ASTS7273) Silver Pearl with 
Parchment hide piped Cirrus. 20,000 km. Dry 
weather highway driven car with original tyres. A 
truly remarkable motor car, one of the last true 
Rolls-Royce cars from Crewe. $195,000. Ed 
Kennedy 08-9586-8999 


Cars Wanted 


Wanted: Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars, pre- 
and post-war, any model up to and including Silver 
Clouds and S Series, any condition considered. 
Please contact Ray or fan at The Real Car Co., 
telephone (U.K) +44-1248-600994 or Email: 
mail@realcar.co.uk 


Wanted to buy: Silver Cloud | or Bentley St, or any 


Rolls-Royce or Bentley before 1959 in any condi- 
tion whatsoever. Allen Curtis 0409-346-534 


Parts For Sale 


Two Silver Cloud IlI/S3_ park/indicator lights, 
brand new. $265 each. Stephen Schneider 
02-4276-1798 (h) 


Front bumper for Silver Dawn or export Mk VI/R- 
type, brand new in original packaging, less over- 
riders. Pair R.100 headlamps complete with Silver 
Wraith type mounting brackets, excellent cond- 
ition. Pair R100 headlamps, excellent order. French 
|2-volt horn onginally fitted to Barker-bodied 
Phantom Il. Terry Bruce 03-9886-0574 or 
03-9772-2973 


New fuse holders, rewirable type, for Silver 
Shadow, Bentley T and Comiche, etc., $10 each or 
$50 for six with spare fuse wire holder thrown In. 
New two-pin sockets for emergency inspection 
lamp or battery charging - on fascia of late- 1930s 
and post-war models up to SCIII/S3 and in boot on 
Silver Shadows, $40 each. Martin Bennett 
02-4829-7140 (phone & FAX) 


New radiator caps for Silver Cloud | & SI, Silver 
Wraith, Silver Dawn & Mk VI/R-type. Made of alloy, 
with seal. $95.00 plus postage. Allen Curtis 
0409-34-6534 


Silver Shadow parts: rear brake disc (new), $200; 
Series | pitman arm, heavy construction, offers; 
Lucas starter motor armature, boxed, $300; front 
indicator chrome surround, genuine $150, non- 
genuine $100; set of accumulator return hoses for 
RR363, $40; set of engine timing gears, $60; road 
wheel rim, $40. Alan White 0403-06-!238. Email: 
valan@bigpond.com.au 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted: fusebox cover to suit Silver Cloud | 
SGE298, Also would like to trace the original 
Owner's Handbook for this car, delivered new to 
David Lloyd Jones of David Jones stores. Graham 
Garth 03-5722-1998 or FAX 03-5722-1997 


Wanted for Bentley 3'/2 Litre: discarded front 
brake drum (ring only) for use as a pattern 
for new castings. John Floyd 03-9509-9746 or 
FAX 03-9509-1029 Email: timely@vegas.com.au 


Wanted: Rolls-Royce tools: spanner for shock 
absorber F/7836, and the following box spanners: 
F9808, F9811, F9812, F9840, F73716. Also, rear 
trunk to suit Phantom |, fitted or unfitted. Paul 
Hesse 02-9545-4694 or FAX 02-9542-1305 


Literature For Sale 


PRAECLARUM back issues available fromm the 
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Sir Henry Royce Foundation Australia. If you 
require a particular issue to complete your 
collection please let us know and we will see if it is 
available. $5.00 per copy. Please contact David 
Vann 07-3865-3287 or FAX 07-3865-4822 


Literature Wanted 


| would like to trace the original Owner's Hand- 
book for 1958 Silver Cloud SGE298, delivered 
new to David Lloyd Jones of David Jones stores, or 
would like to purchase another copy in good con- 
dition. Graham Garth 03-5722-1998 or FAX 
03-5722-|997 


Wanted: Owner's Handbook for Bentley $3. Ed 
Hauser 03-9787-517| 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements must 
be factual and accurate. Persons misrepresenting 
cars, parts or services will be denied further use of 
this space. Ads for cars for sale must include chassis 
number and asking price. Ads may be edited to 
optimise use of available space and to conform to 
a standard format, and may be rejected at the 
discretion of the Editor without discussion. 


Services 


Engineering Solutions specialists in engineering 
restorations. One-off or multiple parts made to 
your specifications or sample, existing parts re- 
paired or modified. we specialise in: 

* complete engine/transmission reconditioning 

* splines and gearcutting 

* pattern-making and casting 

* nameplate etching 

* cast iron welding 

* fuel tank manufacturing 

John Handley Restorations 
‘Phone/FAX 07-4 159-9143 


of Bundaberg. 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, height 
control valves, and minimum pressure valves for 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good biack & white or colour 
prints showing the lines of the car are suitable. 
*Front-on' shots cannot be used. For photo return, 
please include stamped addressed envelope. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars must, 
where required by jaw, quote their dealer's licence 
number and cornply with all other statutory 
requirements relating to their advertising. 


Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T Series, Corniche etc. 
and Silver Spirit/Spur, Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor 
cars. We have specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics 
in the U.K. since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are guaran- 
teed for two years, unlimited milage. For example: 
Silver Shadow/Bentley T Series/Comiche/Camargue 
accumulator reconditioning, $295. Pleiades 
Automotive Hydraulics (Australia) PO, Box 40, 
Gayndah, Qld. 4625, 'Phone/FAX 07-4161-2512 


Authorised Dealer for spare parts, servicing and 
mechanical repairs, all models. Three Year Factory 
Warranty on all post-war cars fitted by 
Authorised Dealer. 

McMillan Rolls-Royce & Bentley of Sydney 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


COST: Ads are free to non-trade members. Non- 
members are charged $16.50 (inc. GST) for a non- 
commercial ad. of reasonable length. Trade ads at 
commercial rates. Photographs included free of 
charge to non-trade members, $16.50 (inc. GST) 
for others. Where applicable, cheques made 
payable to RRO.C. of Australia must accompany 
advertising copy. Send ads to the Editor at: 


‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, Yarra, via Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. ’Phone/FAX: 02-4829-7140. Email: editor@rroc.org.au 
Deadlines: 21st of January, March, May, July, September, November. 


[SPECIALISTS ASSOCIATION 
a _ 


Dedicated to the conservation of 
Kolls--Royce a Bentley Caw 


enthusiast. 


high craftsmanship. 


For nearly two decades the Rolls-Royce & Bentley Specialists 
Association has existed to serve the needs of the Historic Vehicle 


The aims were clear: to obtain the best standards and keep them, to 
exchange and preserve the unique fund of knowledge no longer 
available from the original manufacturer, to further the manufacture 
of unobtainable parts, and to offer the public a clear identification of 


Today, the membership stands at thirty-three world-wide. All are 
well established, all have been inspected and approved by the 
RR & BSA Council at one of the quarterly meetings. 

Members now manufacture between them 6,000 parts for older 
cars, ranging from the humblest tab washer to complete cylinder heads 
and blocks, all of which have saved countless cars in working order. 
Members also lecture regularly. 

The Association has also published numerous Technical Papers, 
aware that the knowledge may otherwise be lost. 

Enthusiasts are invited to seek out the companies that carry our 
logo, where they will meet enthusiastic, well informed restorers 
dedicated to the preservation of those standards set by Henry Royce: 
to produce the best car in the world. 


The famous Bentley Continental OLGA, restored by P. & A. Wood. 


www.expconn ect.co.uk/rrbsa ——— 


U.K. and other members: 


A. Archer, Dunmow; Alpine Eagle, Clanfield; A. & S. Engineering, Alton; 
Bradley Engineering, Stafford; Classic Restorations (Scotland) Ltd, Alyth; 
Coldwell Engineering, Sheffield; Fiennes Restoration, Clanfield; Healey Bros., 
Irthlingborough; Hofmann’s of Henley, Henley-on-Thames; Haynes & Hall, 
Morden; Hillier Hill, Olney; Michael Powles Ltd, Syston; Overton Vehicles, 
Leigh-on-Sea; S. Penny Vintage Carriage Bodies, Kingham; Ristes Motor Co. 
Ltd., Nottingham; RR & B Garages, Bromsgrove; Brian Thompson, Warboys; 
Stewart Walker Ltd., Thatcham; Harvey Wash Ltd., Colchester; West Hoathly 
Garage, West Hoathly; P. & A. Wood, Dunmow; Gary Wright, Milton Keynes; 
Garage de Vaal, Holland; Dennison Motors Inc., U.S.A. 


Vintage Motor Garage, Central Mangrove, New South Wales 02-4373-1277 
McLean Automotives, Midvale, Western Australia 08-9250-1400 

R.A. McDermott & Co., Richmond, Victoria 03-9428-8844 

John Vawser Motors, Alexandria, New South Wales 02-9698-8822 

R.A. Chapman, Bayswater, Victoria 03-9720-3997 

Paradise Garage, Rosebery, New South Wales 02-9313-7866 

Bruce McIlroy, Ashburton, New Zealand +64-3308-6875 


Now, the Yanks’ 
Best Kept Secret 
of 30 Years 
Revealeadl! 
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: INC. 
2028 Cotner Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


Tel. 310-473-7773 
Fax. 310-479-1197 
World’s most complete stock of 


used post-war (1946-96) Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley spares. 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi 
-ately available, and at reasonable prices, 


Knowledgeable assistance and 
personal service always. 


* Restoration candidates and drivable RHD 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars available. 

° UPS, Alr and Mail Shipmenis Dally. 

« Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 


g 
Euveryoue d 
*Fuelstar Fuel Catalyst 


Run on UNLEADED PETROL 


Fuel saving guaranteed minimum 7% to 10% 


More Power - Better Performance 


Parts, Repairs Essential & Preventative 


TOM JOHNSTON MOTORS 
Pty Ltd 
13 Stirling St. Thebarton S.A. 5031 
Tel. 08 8234 5600, Fax 08 8234 5607 


PRACLARVM 


Display Advertising 

If your business is associated with Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars, or if you are offering that special 
car for sale, you could benefit from the impact of a 
display advertisement in PRAECLARUM, your Club’s 
national magazine that goes to all members of all 
Branches of the Club Australia-wide, as well as to 
members and subscribers in a number of other 
countries. 

Your advertisement may be submitted in electronic 
or camera-ready form, or it can be typeset and laid 
out to your requirements on the Club’s computer 
system as a free service. Compare these highly 
competitive and economical GST-inclusive rates 
(colour extra): 


Size: 

Full Page - 
Half Page - 
Quarter Page - 


Cost per issue: 
$451 
$253 
$143 


To enquire or book space, please contact: 
Martin Bennett, 
‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, 
Yarra via Goulburn, 

New South Wales 2580 
’Phone/FAX: 02-4829-7 140 
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VETERAN VINTAGE & CLASSIC 
VEHICLE INSURANCE 


When it comes to Insurance, 
we'll take as much care of 
your Rolls-Royce or Bentley 
... as you do! 


e Agreed Value 
¢ Competitive Premiums 
e Retention of Wreck 
¢ Repairer of Your Choice 


Includes NRMA Plus benefits with every policy. 


Coverage Throughout Australia 


1800 646 605 


NRMA Insurance Limited ACN 000 016 722 
388 George Street Sydney 2000 


4-02 3963 


The Record speaks for itself: 


1914 Silver Ghost, restored/rebodied V.M.G. 1992 
Overall Winner, Federal Rally 1998 

1939 Bentley 4'/. Litre, restored V.M.G. 1991 
Overall Winner, Federal Rally 1999 

1936 Bentley 4'/: Litre, restored V.M.G. 2000 

Best Restoration, Federal Rally 2000 

Best Bentley, Federal Rally 2000 

Overall Winner. Best Restoration and Age & 
Authenticity, N.S.W. Branch Concours 2000 

Best Derby Bentley and Masters Class winner, Federal 
Rally 2001 

Best Derby Bentley and Best Pre-War Car. Federal Rally 2002 


The ultimate end of restoration project should be the Judges’ approval and the 
beginning of many years of reliable and enjoyable motoring 


For Show-ers and Go-ers, only at the Ultimate Repair Shop 


MAX HOUSTON’S 


Telephone: 02 4373 1277 


Vintage SH#lotor Garage Facsimile: 02 4373 1020 


BODY WORKS ‘a . 
Visit our website 


Central Mangrove, N.S.W. vintagemotorgarage.com 


Choose Lmarr custom wheel discs for that “classic look.” 


Add an air of distinction and refinement to your classic car Rolls Royce, Talbot, Voisin, and we can custom produce 


with Lmarr discs. discs for almost any car. 

The convenience of our discs cannot be underestimated: We fit wheel sizes 15” to 23”, and can also fit to some 15” 
¢ eliminates the lengthy cleaning process and 16” bolt on steel wheels. 
* helps protect the chassis and brake mechanism 
* comes with everything needed for installation. LMARR DISK LTD. 

Over 55 discs available in stock such as: Alfa, Bentley, P O Box 910, Glen Ellen, CA 95442 -0910 USA 

Cord, Delage, Delahaye, Early Ford (wire wheel), Issoti- Tel: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 


Fraschini, Jaguar, Hispano-Suiza, Lagonda, Lincoln, E-Mail: lmarr@ attglobal.net; Website: www.imarr.com 


MeMillan s 
ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY OF SYDNEY 


Official Sales Dealer, Parts, Service and Coachwork Centre 


GRAND TOURING, BENTLEY STYLE 


Beyond the physical sensations of comfort, the modern Bentley motor car offers something more. A sense of soul; 
the interior is entirely hand-crafted, from the engine-turned aluminium fascia and waistrails or mirror-matched, 
unbleached veneer, to the premium grade hide upholstery — almost every surface that you touch has been 
meticulously crafted by hand. With such individuality, the Bentley craftsmen of Crewe, England, can create almost 
any environment a customer desires. 


We at Rolls-Royce & Bentley of Sydney are proud to be associated with cars of such inventiveness and beauty. As 
sole N.S.W.and A.C.T. distributor, we are able to offer a range of new and pre-owned cars to suit the most discerning 
purchaser. 


19-27 Regatta Road, Five Dock, Canada Bay, N.S.W. 2046 
Telephone: 02 9744 5111 FAX: 02 9744 5517 


Email: mcmillanprestige@bigpond.com.au 
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